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GETHSEMANE – Risking TEMPTATION 

* * * * * * 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Mark 14:32-52, John 18:1-11 

We note the differences in the various gospel accounts. Only 
Matthew and Mark mention Gethsemane (Aramaic - ‘oil press’). Luke 
tends to avoid Aramaic terms and sets this scene on the Mount of 
Olives. John places the event in a garden across the Kidron valley. 
Combining these accounts creates the expression: ‘Garden of 
Gethsemane’. 

In Matthew, Mark and Luke, Jesus suffers (Mark 14:34-36; 
Matthew 26:38, Luke 22:44) – he is in agony as he prays for himself, a 
very personal prayer. 

In John, Jesus is in control, not in agony, as he anticipates being 
“lifted up”. Throughout John’s gospel Jesus has used the phrase “I AM” 
(Greek - ego eimi) – recognising his identity and power.  

I AM: the way the truth and life (14:6); the true vine (15:1); the 
resurrection and the life (11:25); the good shepherd (10:11); the light 
of the world (8:12). 

The story of the Bible begins with Adam in a garden and now 
draws to a conclusion with the ‘new Adam’ in a garden. It will be in a 
garden, according to John, where Mary Magdalene will meet the risen 
Jesus.  

In the different accounts Jesus is portrayed as the man of 
sorrows, and the triumphant conqueror. 

THE RISKS 

In Gethsemane, Jesus is about to be arrested. Could he have 
escaped, run away, etc – yes, of course (Matthew 26:53). The risk is 
knowing that Jesus can save himself and choosing not to do so. 

Jesus tells his disciples to pray (Matthew 6:13) – that they not 
be tempted, at a time when he is being tested again. 

There is divine risk as Jesus prays for the cup to be removed 
from him (Mark 14:36) – something only God can do to stop the death 
of his son. Jesus will suffer – and so will God. The rending of the Temple 
veil represents, not some form of new access to God – as God is 
everywhere and all have access. Rather it is about God mourning – for 
in Judaism, the sign of mourning is to rend one’s garment.  

The disciples fail to stay awake – they too are at risk (Mark 
14:34). They fail, and yet, somehow are redeemed – that gives us hope 
in our failures. 

NON-VIOLENCE 

In Mark and Matthew, when Jesus is arrested, the slave of the 
High Priest is struck, cutting off his ear (Mark 14:48, Matthew 26:55). 
Luke is the only one who notes the Jesus healed the slave. John points 
out that the slaves name is Malchus, and that it was Peter who struck 
him. 

These incidents speak of the use of weapons and self-
preservation. 

 When do we allow others to use violence on our behalf?  

When do we turn the other cheek? 

Note Jesus’ response to the one who struck the slave: “ . . . for 
all who take the sword will perish by the sword.” (Matthew 26:52) – a 
warning about taking up a violent stance. 

We can note in Ephesians 6:11-17, the description of weaponry 
is used metaphorically. It does not mean take up arms. 

 



Jesus knows what is required of him – he will do so without 
violence. However, he does not want his disciples to fight for him, nor 
does he want others to be injured. 

Turning the other cheek means facing the violence head on. 

THE NAKED YOUNG MAN 

The naked young man flees from Gethsemane only in Mark. This 
episode does not feature in the other gospels. Some think this person 
may be Mark himself (a bit like an Alfred Hitchcock cameo in one of his 
films); others see it as representing Joseph in Genesis, fleeing 
Potiphar’s wife as she grabs his garment; yet others have suggested he 
might be James the brother of Jesus . . . . . the speculation is endless. 
He remains a mystery. 

It is into the mystery that we move, step-by-step to the cross. 
We too are vulnerable and fearful, we too have deserted, we too have 
failed to stop what cannot be stopped. Before we get to the 
resurrection, there will be suffering, and crucifixion, and death. 

 

 
 

 


