
Remember that you are dust 
and to dust you shall return.

On Sunday  
as bombs lit the Ukrainian skies, 
here in church we lit a candle of hope  
we stood together in solidarity and hope 
and broke bread for a broken world.
After the service 
we sent the flowers from church 
to Ann Ostapko and her family: 
a gesture of unity and of love  
transcending nationalities and ethnic 
origins.
And then Mario and I drove to Edinburgh 
to keep vigil outside the Russian Embassy 
and to add messages of solidarity and 
peace to the hundreds already chalked on 
the pavement.
Candles in response to bombs. 
Flowers in response to tanks.  
Hearts in response to hate.

May God meet us in the ashes
The sermon given by Rev Dr Michael Paterson 

at the St Margaret’s eucharist on Ash Wednesday, 2 March 2022
The readings were Joel 2.1–2, 12–17, Psalm 51.1–18, 
2 Corinthians 5.20b–6.10 and Matthew 6.1–6, 16–21

Remember that you are dust 
and to dust you shall return.

Today more than ever 
we know that we are dust 
and need no reminder.
Today more than ever 
we know our helplessness 
and need no reminder.
And today, more than ever, 
as even hospitals are bombed 
and innocent lives taken 
we need no reminder  
that to dust we shall all return.
And yet tonight, 
we who live in freedom,  
who have food for tomorrow 
and homes to return to tonight 
voluntarily surrender to the rhythms 
 of Lent 
prayer 
fasting 
and almsgiving.

Ø



Prayer instead of Propaganda. 
Fasting instead of Feasting. 
Alms instead of Arms.
Tonight,  
we who know we are dust 
come forward to be marked by ashes left  
after the burning 
after the bombing 
after the destruction.
May God meet us  
in the ashes 
with grace and with glory. 
And may we meet God  
in our prayer,  
in our fasting  
and in our almsgiving for Ukraine 
 this Lent.
Amen.

Ø

Our image: A destroyed building in a 
residential area in the city of Zhytomyr 
(Press service of the Ukrainian State 
Emergency Service/Reuters)
Published on-line by The Independent at 
https://tinyurl.com/46kf298r

Michael would like us to support the 
Edinburgh Community of Ukrainians in 
the UK’s appeal, for which Ann Ostapko 
and her husband are working so hard.

There will be oportunities to give at 
Sunday services, or you can give direct:

Edinburgh Association of Ukrainians in GB

Sort code 80–02–34 
Account number 00371267 
Reference HelpUkraine


