
Romans 8: 35-39   

As the pace of Christmas preparations builds up and 
concerns about a new Covid variant places a question 
mark over precious family plans yet again, it can be a 
challenge to hold on to the spirit of Christmas: to 
remember that, at its heart, Christmas is all about 
God’s love for us. 

But what is ‘love’ ? We hear the word used all the 
time in vastly different ways: I love chocolate, I 
love your new hair-do, I love travelling, Jesus loves 
me this I know. This seemingly simple word is like 
God himself: infinitely interpretable. 

I came across a collection of answers from children 
to the question, ‘What does love mean?’ Their replies  
have an unexpected depth to them. 

Love came down at Christmas, 

love all lovely, love divine. 

Love was born at Christmas, 

star and angels gave the sign. 

Love shall be our token; 

love be yours and love be mine, 

love to God and others, 

love for plea and gift and sign. 

                             Christina G. Rossetti 

 

Love is what makes you smile 
when you are tired.  

Terri, age 4 

When my grandmother got arthri-
tis, she couldn’t bend over and 
paint her toenails anymore, So my 
grandfather does it for her all the 
time, even when his hands got 
arthritis too. That’s love. 

Rebecca, age 8 

When someone loves you, the 
way they say your name is differ-
ent. You just know that your 
name is safe in their mouth.  

Billy, age 4 

If you want to learn to love 
better, you should start with a 
friend you hate. 

Nikka, age 6 

Love is what’s in the room at 
Christmas if you stop opening 
presents and listen. 

Bobby, age 7 

Love is when your puppy licks 
your face even after you left 
him alone all day. 

Mary Ann, age 4 

Love is when Mummy makes  
coffee for my Daddy and takes 
a sip before giving it to him to 
make sure the taste is OK. 

Danny, age 7 

You really shouldn’t say ‘I love 
you’ unless you mean it. But if 
you mean it, you should say it a 
lot. People forget. 

Jessica, age 8 

Prayer 
Loving Heavenly Father,  

      As Christmas approaches we thank and praise you for your greatest gift of love: your    

      son. Jesus . As we prepare to celebrate his arrival as a helpless babe, may we re  

      member the love that he demonstrated throughout his earthly life until his death on      

      the cross  for all humanity. 

We pray for all those who follow his example of love in serving others, even if it means 
risk to themselves : health workers, carers, fire and rescue crews, lifeboat crew, aid work-
ers, reformers. Strengthen, guide  and work though all those put others before them-
selves. 

And may we, this Christmas determine to  be more faithful in showing love to others in  as 
many ways as we are able, in our everyday walk with you. 

                                                                                                      Amen   


