
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK 

Advent is here and marks the beginning of the season of preparation of heart 
and mind for the great Festival of Christmas, when we celebrate the birth of 
our Lord in Bethlehem. 
 
One of my favourite pieces of choral music for Advent is:- 
‘In silence we wait for the day of God’s mercy, in silence we wait for Emmanuel 
to come.’ 
 
In silence we wait . . . . . . . if only! 
 
The plight of the pre-Christian Jews sitting in bondage and exile awaiting the 
Messiah conjures up a picture of hopelessness and despair. But really it is filled 
with intensity, emotion and directed purpose. 
 
Now that we are in the season of Advent, and Christmas is so near, there is so 
much to do, presents to buy and wrap, the tree, the lights, cards to write, food 
to prepare;  we do it every year, and it never gets easier. 
 
Maybe ‘in silence’ we should start cutting back on some of the packaging and 
start unfolding the true meaning of Christmas. Otherwise, this happy time of 
year is robbed of its meaning. We associate many emotions with Christmas - 
fun, laughter, celebration and joy. But we can add more in silence . . . reverence, 
repentance, awe and wonder. Perhaps those who get the balance right can truly 
be said to be ready for the day of His coming. 
 
‘And to those who never listened to the message of Thy birth, 
Who have winter, but no Christmas bringing them Thy peace on earth - 
Send to those the joyful tidings; by all people in each home, 
Be there heard the Christmas anthem:  
Praise to God, the Christ has come!’ 
 
I do wish you all the joy of a very happy Christmas, and hopefully a peaceful 
New Year.  


