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Final Greetings and Summation 

 
Hebrews ends with closing requests, summary remarks, and a 

benediction asking for God’s blessings. This is typical of other New 
Testament (NT) letters. 

Many of the comments found in Heb. 13:18-19 are found in other 
NT letters: 

Request for prayers – Eph. 6:18-19; 1 Thess. 5:25 

Review of travel plans – Rom. 15:28-29, Titus 3:12-13 

Benedictions asking for God’s peace – Rom. 16:20, Phil. 4:9 

It is clear that the readers are in a dangerous situation and really 
needed peace from God. We are not given any further information about 
who they are and their actual situation. No names are listed, no personal 
greetings given, no specific issues addressed, and no detailed projections 
about future communication. 

So, even though the ending follows normal conventions, it 
remains clear that Hebrews must be meant as a sermon for a wider 
audience, rather than for a specific group of church members. 

The author asks for the readers’ support assuring them of his 
honourable conduct and good intentions.  

The term clear conscience – or good conscience (in Greek) 
appears elsewhere in NT with the implication that it is informed by the 
action of the Holy Spirit in the inner person.  

Acts 23:1; 1 Pet.3:13-16, 21 show connection between conduct 
and conscience.  

There are warnings in 1 Timothy 1:5, 19 about people who reject 
good conscience and make a shipwreck of their faith. 

Heb. 13:7 – proper conduct is a mark of a leader. 

Benediction – 18:21-22  

The God of peace - points to the belief that God is the one who 
can stop violence and bring spiritual comfort, together with the Christian 
conviction that Jesus not only brings peace - but is our peace.  

It is the same God who raised Jesus from the dead through the 
covenant that is a central feature of the theology of Hebrews. 

The great shepherd of the sheep – this is the first time that Jesus 
is referred to in this way in Hebrews. Thus – since sacrifice is required to 
save believers from sin, Jesus becomes the offering that is required, not 
only is he the Lamb of God, but he is the one who cares for God’s flock.  

See other references to shepherd – Numbers 27:17; 1 Kings 22:17; 
Ezekiel 34:5; Mark. 6:34; Revelation 7:17. 

The implication is that God will become the shepherd through him 
– Ezekiel 34:11, 15. 

The image of Jesus carrying a lamb became a primary symbol of 
faith. 

Heb. 13:22. Readers are asked to bear with my word of 
exhortation. Maybe he thinks what is said is too long, even though he 
says he has written briefly. 
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Indeed, Hebrews is one of the longer letters in the NT. To a 
congregation gathered to hear a sermon or an exposition of faith, a one-
hour long address would not seem excessive.  

Exhortation – comfort, consolation, teaching or warning. The 
author is offering advice. 

Heb. 13:23 – references Timothy. He is the only person named in 
the whole letter. The presumption is that he is Paul’s travelling 
companion. Or, maybe the name was mentioned to give the letter greater 
authority and to connect the letter to the ministry of Paul. 

Those from Italy send you greetings – this is rather too general to 
understand the full meaning. Those from Italy could be acquaintances of 
the author who lives in Rome, or those living in a Roman colony elsewhere 
in the Roman Empire. 

Acts 18:2 mentions that Paul’s backers, Aquila and wife, Priscilla 
had come from Italy, having been forced out by the Emperor Claudius.  

Maybe this reference is some kind of code, perhaps indicating that 
the readers of Hebrews face a similar predicament under Roman 
administration. 

Grace be with you all – the closing words reflect common practice 
in NT letters referring to God’s greatest gift in Jesus – grace. This replaces 
the common Roman “Farewell”. See 2 Thessalonians 3:18; 1 Timothy 
6:21; 2 Timothy 4:22. 

Readers are reminded of their special calling through Jesus and 
that Jesus will help them no matter what might come next. See also Heb. 
4:16. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The interaction with major religious issues in the Old Testament 
demonstrates what it means to have one foot planted in tradition. 

The need for a new covenant, a new sacrifice, a new form of 
worship shows how believers need to have one foot in the future as well. 

Old beliefs need to be interpreted in the light of current culture – 
thus, the author makes the gospel more accessible to his original readers. 

Many of the illustrations and arguments do not really resonate 
with us. Yet, Hebrews helps us to understand why there needs to be more 
than one book in the NT. The good news of Jesus can’t be contained in 
one Gospel, one letter, etc. 

Hebrews show us how necessary it is to discover new metaphors 
of faith. 

Hebrews emphasises the need for us to discover what it means 
for Jesus to be the high priest. 

How do we describe Jesus Christ as the same yesterday, today 
and tomorrow? 

 

 


