
FOR THE FRUITS OF ALL CREATION, THANKS BE TO GOD 

 

Fields, don’t be afraid, but be joyful and glad because of all the Lord has done for you. Animals, don’t 
be afraid. The pastures are green; the trees bear their fruit, and there are plenty of figs and grapes. Be 
glad, people of Zion, rejoice at what the Lord your God has done for you. He has given you the right 
amount of autumn rain; he has poured down the winter rain for you and the spring rain as before. 
The threshing places will be full of corn: the pits beside the presses will overflow with wine and olive 
oil. Then, Israel, you will know that I am among you, and that I the Lord, am your God and there is no 
other. Joel ch.2 vv22-24,27 

How wonderful it was to be back at a joint Methodist/St Margaret’s Service in Church in time to 
celebrate Harvest Festival after nineteen long months. What a joy to sing traditional Harvest hymns 
and to see the Church at least partially decorated with lots of gifts for The Food Bank and reminders 
of God’s creation. 

Did you notice how Joel emphasised that God pours down the right amount of rain? I promise to try 
and remember that next time I’m out running and soaking wet! But God does know exactly what we 
need, and in this country most of us have a superabundance, even though we are quick to complain 
about a few empty spaces on our supermarket shelves. When did you last feel really hungry and 
unable to satisfy your hunger? 

Let us at this time of Harvest thank God for all his wonderful gifts. Let’s try to be more aware, not just 
at Harvest time’ but week in and week out, of those in our community who struggle to put food on 
the table for their families. We need to think too of those around the world who are starving and 
need our help and seek out ways of helping regularly, not just when special appeals crop up. 

Creator God, 
thank you for all your wonderful gifts to us. 
Thank you for all those who work on the land to produce our food  
and for the lorry drivers who deliver the food to our shops.  
Thank you for the people who stock our supermarket shelves and work at checkouts. 
Help us to share your gifts with those around us who are in need.  
Forgive us for so often forgetting the needs of others.  
Thank you for those who give up their time to work in The Food Bank.  
Thank you for those who encourage us to use Fair Trade products. 
Help us never to take for granted or waste the gifts you have given us. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen  


