
The Lord kept a vigil 

that night to bring 

them out of Egypt. 

Ex12:42 

The ancient word ‘vigil’ is Latin for ‘awake’. It describes a period, usually 
at night, when a person or group keep a quiet, attentive, protective  
watch over others at the end of life or at a time of danger. Over time, 
candlelight vigils have also become a form of peaceful protest against 
injustice and harm done to others.  

Presently, however, the word and its original meaning of being watched over are receiving a 
great deal  of public attention, thanks to the new, controversial TV drama: Vigil  

The Vigil is a nuclear submarine with a mission to patrol the seas, undetected: quietly looking out 
for any threat to the sleeping world. As the drama unfolds, it becomes increasingly clear that Vigil 
itself is in danger and has become a source of danger to others. 

As a TV production, it has not met with universal approval for various reasons but perhaps it 
serves to remind us that there are many people, in many walks of life, who ‘take the night 
watch’; keeping us safe when we are at our most vulnerable.  

Personally, my mind goes back to the nurses, who throughout a week of twelve hour nightshifts, 
cared for me and fellow patients in ICU: unstintingly watching, hour after hour, for any change in 
our vital signs and responding to the slightest concern.  

If such a TV drama can, in some measure, increase our awareness of the physical, emotional and 
mental challenges of keeping a vigil, it will hopefully make us more appreciative of those who 
keep watch over us, our communities and nations. 

Acts 20:28 (Paul to the Ephesian elders) 

Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy 

Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of 

God, which he bought with his own blood. 

Loving Heavenly Father, 

We praise you for the loving faithful care with which you watch over us.  

We thank you for all those who are your eyes and hands and feet, ministering to others.   

We pray your blessing upon all who serve, at cost or risk to themselves - 

           Submariners living for months below the waves, away from their loved ones 

           Drone pilots on over-watch, protecting military personnel and civilians  

           ICU staff who must stay alert when exhausted 

           Police, fire and rescue crew, first responders and on-call doctors 

           Reporters who risk their lives to give a voice to the oppressed 

           Clergy who visit the dying and comfort the bereaved        

           Families who are keeping vigil over their loved ones and those who can’t 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


