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July 2021 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

I write this note to you as all areas of the Circuit are now in Covid Level 0. All churches are open 
for Sunday worship – be it weekly, alternate Sundays or monthly. I am grateful for the care that churches 
are taking to ensure that places of worship are as Covid safe as possible. It has been good to sing again – 
even though it entails wearing masks, and with the one metre social distancing rule, it is good to see more 
people at in-person worship. I have been encouraged by those churches that are developing on-line/in-
person hybrid worship and the growing awareness of all that this past 18 months of restrictions have 
enabled us to do. 

A few weeks ago, the Old Testament reading was from 2 Samuel 7:1-14. I was intrigued by this 
passage as the prophet Nathan and King David are reflecting on the need to build a house for the Lord. 
Nathan seems to be a sort of spiritual advisor to the king. David is mulling over the observation that it 
seems sad that the ark of the covenant is still in a tent. Nathan agrees with this observation. 

However, next morning, Nathan has changed his mind – or to put it more succinctly – God has 
changed Nathan’s mind while he slept. With this new understanding of God’s purposes, Nathan tells David 
that he is not to concentrate his thoughts and efforts on building a holy temple, but instead to trust God 
to build a holy people. 

It would have been a straight forward task to get the architects to build a fine temple – after all, a 
temple would be a wonderful way to honour God . . . . wouldn’t it!? However, that was not God’s desire 
at that stage in time.  

One of the things I have encouraged us all to do, during this time of restrictions, is to listen to what 
God is wanting us to be and do as individuals, as churches and as a Circuit. Have our minds and hearts 
been changed by God through this pandemic experience about what God is calling us to do and be? Have 
our priorities about what is important changed?  

 
 

 

King David wanted to build a Temple to honour God. Nathan told him 
that God had other ideas, and to think differently. As we continue to journey 
together let us discern what has changed, and how God might be changing 
us as the people of God. 

Let us continue to hold each other in prayer – especially those facing 
difficult and challenging times.  

May God keep us attentive to the Holy Spirit and give us, when 
needed, the courage to change our minds. 

Grace and peace, 

Eddie 
 

 

 


