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Jesus Christ Provides the More Excellent Ministry 
The beginning of the section starts with, “Now the main point in 

what we are saying is . . . .” This  seems to indicate that this is a sermon 
and that the preacher is aware that not every listener/reader has fully 
tuned in. So, he returns to the main point to remind them. 

The Greek word is kephalion – sometimes translated as head – 
means the main idea/chief point. It is also translated: ‘in brief’ or ‘in 
summary’. 

The reader is reminded of the high concept of Jesus Christ who 
sits at the right hand of the Majesty on high and makes purification for 
sin, but also prepares them for what is next to come. 

The designation of Jesus as ‘High Priest’ links him to his 
status/role as heavenly high priest who perfectly fulfils the law (see 
4:14). Jesus is always superior to any predecessors in heaven or on 
earth. He is always better because he is the ‘mediator of a better 
covenant’ enacted through better promises. 

The True Ministry 

Vs 2-5 focus on Jesus as high priest.  

True tent – tent of the meeting (tabernacle) constructed during 
the Exodus wanderings to house the Ark of the Covenant (Exod. 25:30). 
It travelled with the people and was erected wherever camp was made 
(Num. 1:51-53). Prior to the building of Solomon’s Temple, it was the 

main place of worship and for reception of messages from God. 
Worship centred around a tent emphasises the nomadic nature of the 
people. 

The same imagery is used in the New Testament when 
Christians wrote about the Word of God ‘tenting with believers’ (John 
1:14) or the concept of God dwelling with them for ever. (Rev. 21:3) 

The Hebrew’s author contrasts the original tent of meeting with 
the true tent that was not pitched by human beings, but by Jesus 
himself. The 2nd tent is not made of animal skins, etc, but is a spiritual 
dwelling that will stand for ever. 

Heb. 8:5 indicates that the original tent of meeting is inferior to 
the new one which Jesus establishes -  because it is merely a sketch and 
a shadow of the heavenly one.  

Shadow - does not mean the image cast by person/object 
standing in the sun, but more symbolically to an appearance that is not 
reality. It is the same idea used by Paul in Colossians 2:17 referring to 
food regulations that are only a shadow of what is to come. 

In 8:5 use is made of well-known literary reference from Plato’s 
Republic, in which those who are in a cave see only shadows on the 
walls rather than the actual objects outside. 

Sketch – refers to a model/pattern used to make an object. 
Thus, the tent of meeting was merely a copy/imitation of the eternal 
temple of God. 

The writer then further elaborates on Jesus’ priestly role.  

During the Exodus the priests carried out the ritual roles of 
animal sacrifice and other kinds of worship. After the conquest of 
Palestine, sacrificial rites were no longer carried out in the tent of 
meeting but in temples scattered throughout the nation. During the 
reforms of King Josiah, all worship was centred in Jerusalem, and 
outlying temples were banned. 
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After the exile, when the second temple was built, similar rituals 
were carried out. Priests also were charged with other responsibilities 
which included: judges, verifying healing from diseases, supervising the 
standards of purification, and maintenance of the temple. 

Prior to Herod the high priest had a great deal of spiritual and 
political power. This office was handed down through priestly families. 

Herod (27-4BC) assumed a more secular kingship and appointed 
the high priest. 

If Hebrews was written after the destruction of the Temple in 
70AD by the Roman army, one can see why the author of Hebrews 
would emphasize how respect for the high priestly office not only 
could, but should be transferred to Jesus. The fall of the priesthood is 
to be seen as part of God’s plan, and Jesus is called to fulfil the duties 
of the high priest, and becomes the sacrifice that atonement requires. 

Minister in the sanctuary (8:2) (Greek: leitourgos = liturgy) This 
refers to Jesus’ ceremonial function and his role as servant of God. His 
role (8:6) is also that of mediator. Jesus is the ultimate mediator 
between God and human beings. (also 1 Tim. 2:5-6) 

Key Biblical Image: Jeremiah’s New Covenant (8: 8-12) 

Jeremiah’s prediction is that a time will come when a new 
covenant will be made between God and the people of God. This test 
is used to support the author of Hebrew’s argument that a new age has 
begun. This is a text that will speak to the people alongside Isaiah 9 and 
11 that predict the messiah will be born among us who will be a 
wonderful counsellor and prince of peace. It is about the gentleness of 
God who seeks to bring believers home and give them new life, even if 
a spiritual heart transplant is necessary. 

Covenant – appears in NRSV Bible translation of Hebrews 19 
times, and about 12 times in the rest of the New Testament. It appears 
300+ times in Old Testament. 

A covenant is a contract/agreement between two parties that 
spells out mutually agreed obligations – in the Old Testament 
covenants were made between God and the people of God. 

In the Old Testament it refers to God’s promise to: 

• prevent further catastrophic floods 

• calling of Abraham to be the father of the nations 

• the giving of the 10 commandments and the law to Moses 

By the time of King Josiah, Jews realised that the rejection of the 
covenant relationship through the sin of idol worship called for a new 
understanding of the law.  Jeremiah moved further to call for an 
entirely new contract, one that is not kept by outward ritual but by 
inner spiritual commitment (2 Corinthians 3:3). 

In the New Testament this is derived by being in a new 
relationship to God through belief in Jesus Christ - by following him and 
giving one’s life to him. 

In the last verse of the chapter (8:13), the author sums up the 
importance of the new contract when he assures them of the spiritual 
change in the mind of God and in those who truly believe. 

The old Covenant is now no longer in operation – with all that 
was required in obedience to the law, and regarding animal sacrifice. 

God is making all things new.  

The preacher asks the congregation: “Can you see it?” 

 


