
 

For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child 
Friends on earth and friends above…… 

Most of all, love each other as if your life depended on it. Love makes up for practically anything. 
Be quick to give a meal to the hungry, a bed to the homeless – cheerfully. Be generous wih the 
different things God gave you, passing them around so all get in on it: if words let it be God’s 
words; if help let it be God’s hearty help. 1 Peter 4 vv7-10 (The Message) 

We have just returned from spending a week with our family in London, after a gap of eight long 
months. What a joy it was to see them all again, without the technical difficulties of WhatsApp 
video calls. How wonderful to share meals together, walks in the park and bath time with two little 
boys. So many simple things that we have missed so much. Did we realise how important these 
times together are before they were taken away from us? I know I shall never take family life for 
granted ever again! 

It’s not just the love of family that is important to us either. Where would we be without our 
friends? Friends who are there when we need to talk, friends who give us a hug when we are sad 
or scared, friends who know what we need better than we do ourselves sometimes, friends who 
share their lives with us. 

Let’s thank God for the joy of human love……. 

Father God, you sent your Son to be part of an earthly family and to share his work with close 
friends. Thank you for our families who love and support us. Thank you that we can share so much 
joy with our families and enjoy the big and small events in life together. 

We pray for those who have never experienced the joy of being part of a loving family and for 
those who have become separated from their families by something which has happened in the 
past. 

We pray too for those who are still not able to visit their families because of Covid and pray that 
conditions may continue to improve so that families may be reunited. 

Thank you for loving, loyal friends who are always there for us and who share our joys and 
sorrows. May we be loving and loyal friends too, ready to share whatever we have cheerfully and 
unstintingly. 

May we who have experienced the joy of human love share this joy with all those we come into 
contact with. 

We ask these prayers through your Son, our pattern in life.          Amen 


