
As we pray for God’s  guidance for all, let us remember especially those staffing the Church of Scotland’s 

facilities in Tiberius and Jerusalem and all those connected with the school in Jaffa: staff, 350 pupils and 

their families. Evelyn Kenny’s family were based in Jaffa in 2014, when missiles aimed at Tel Aviv fell 

short, landing in Jaffa. Pray too for Kenny Rogers, the C of S  Middle East Secretary and for all who have 

a care and responsibility for  people in the region.  

Prayer 

Loving God, 

You promised a fearful Joshua that You would be with him wherever he went, 

 enabling and emboldening him to go forward to meet what lay ahead. 

May we claim that promise, trusting in Your will and guidance;  

not relying on our own understanding and meagre courage. 

 - For all those still blighted by the virus, we pray for healing 

 - For scientists and medical personnel, we pray for inspiration and strength 

 - For leaders of nations, we pray for resolve to bring about lasting peace 

 - For Your Church we pray for recovery from restriction, unity of purpose, a      

    renewed sense of direction and joy in worship and service. 

Be with all of us as we take tentative steps out of a limited experience to-

wards the full, enriched life that is Your wish for us. 

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen 

Scripture : Joshua 1:  v 1-9 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not 

be afraid; Do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will 

be with you wherever you go. 

 

As for ourselves,  many will have coped in lockdown by stoically taking a ‘We 

just have to get on with it,’  attitude.  Paradoxically, it is at this time of 

change when danger from the virus is reducing, and more freedoms are gained 

that we most need to rely on God’s strength and guidance.  

How so? Well, the word ‘crisis’. means a very dangerous moment, after which 

change can happen for better or worse. While we are rightly encouraged by 

the ‘better’ the virus is still active and  some change can be ’worse’.   

For example, in once quiet streets, protests and celebrations can turn to angry 

confrontations. In Israel,  following a successful vaccination programme ten-

sions in the region burst out, yet again, into violence and destruction.  

In the days ahead, wise decision making and courage to face up to emerging 

challenges of all kinds will be required by individuals and nations. 

KEEP CALM  

AND 

CARRY ON 

We have all seen the ‘Keep calm’ messages on a range of today’s merchandise but the original was a mo-

tivational poster produced by the Government in 1939 to raise the morale of the people at the outset 

of the nation’s greatest ever challenge: WW11.  

The reading today is God speaking to Joshua as he faced daunting challenges: to fill Moses’ shoes,  to 

lead God’s people into Canaan, to get past the fortress–like town of Jericho and to inspire the people, 

who had journeyed together for 40 years, to hold to their faith in their new life among other peoples. 

The WW11 message would have been of little benefit to Joshua, as it leaves the reader to rely on their 

own resilience and resources. But the message from God promises His presence and His provision in this 

major turning point and in all that was to come. 


