
Hopes and Expectations 

                     Psalm137 v1-2  

By the rivers of Babylon,  we sat and wept 

when we remembered Zion. We hanged our 

harps on the willow trees. 

It never ceases to amaze me how the Psalmist’s words from so long ago and from such a different 
world,  can resonate with our experiences today. After a year of separation and restrictions many of us 
are keenly looking forward to time with friends and loved ones and to reclaiming a little normality.  
That certainly gives some perspective to the years of exile of God’s people from all that they loved . 
 
But, why did they ‘hang their harps on the willow trees’ as they were led away into captivity?  Well, 
according to Wycliffe bible translators, who spent years with nomadic peoples, it is traditional when 
groups move camp to leave any unwanted items on the ground for anyone to take. However, they 
hang on the trees, or bushes, any items they value and hope to retrieve on their return  journey. 
  
The people did not want to sing and play the music of worship for their oppressors. Hanging their 
harps on the trees signalled their hopes that they would come back to use them to praise God in the 
future. However, when the remnant of the people eventually returned, the country they left was dev-
astated. Priorities had  to change from playing harps to rebuilding the temple and the basics of life. 
 
What aspects of our lives did we ‘hang on the willow trees’ last March, assuming that we would soon 
reclaim them and get on with our usual routines? How have our early hopes and priorities had to be 
adjusted to take account of our changed reality? 
  
As we look forward to the resumption of some freedoms, we may have already accepted that some 
parts of our former lives may not be resumed easily or quickly or in exactly the same way. But con-
versely, we may place far greater value on the ordinary things we took for granted: time with family 
and friends, nature, a day out, a haircut, the right to ‘sing the songs of the Lord in our strange land’. 

Prayer:  Loving God,         

We thank you that wherever and whenever humankind is journeying through trou-
bled times, You are always present: guiding, inspiring, supporting  comforting and giv-
ing hope.   

We pray for India and all the areas of your world where the virus is running out of 
control. May the world learn to work together to keep all safe. 

As we begin to move  back to more familiar patterns of our lives we pray for those:  

        - who will find it difficult to move out of isolation. 

        - who will  face the impact of the gaps in their lives left by the loss of  loved ones. 

        - who need to recover from damage to physical or mental health 

 We pray for your guidance as we seek to live the days ahead, according to your will.  

In Jesus name we pray. Amen. 

 


