PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
As winter ends and spring is almost here, the card shops are busy again with cards
for Mothers’ Day – a day when we remember our mothers on the 4th Sunday in Lent. It has
become a time when children give thanks for all that a mother does for them. In previous
centuries many young girls went into service as maids in wealthy houses. But on this midLent Sunday they were given leave to return home and visit their mothers and families. Some
of the girls were given a simnel cake to take as a gift.
People who lived in villages did not go to their local church but to their nearest big
church, or the cathedral if it was within walking distance, to what they regarded as their
‘Mother Church’. So Mothering Sunday came to be the day of the year to give thanks for
‘Mother Church’.
If we were in church this past Sunday, all women would have been given small posies
of spring flowers during our worship. (This hasn’t happened for two years now!).

Bible Reading: John chapter 19 verses 25 and 26.
Prayer:
Heavenly Father, we remember our mothers.
We remember those we have loved and lost, but cherish the memory of them.
We pray for mothers who have lost a child, or have been seriously affected by this
pandemic.
We ask for your strength and patience for parents who find bringing up children to
be particularly stressful.
We remember with gratitude the women from whom we have received maternal
strength, protection and encouragement through the years.
We give you thanks, Lord, for the nourishing
motherhood of the Church in its life and ministry of
praise, prayer and service to our community.
Lord, at this special time we ask your blessing on
our families, and those we have not seen for so long.
Lord, your love streamed down from the Cross as
you entrusted your beloved mother and disciple to each
other. May we forget ourselves in our loving service to
others.
These things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Lord, our Saviour and our Friend.
Amen.

