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4. 
There was no other good enough 

 to pay the price of sin, 
he only could unlock the gate 

of heaven and let us in. 
INTRODUCTION 

In the 1st century BC, Publilius Syrus wrote: “Something is only 
worth what someone is willing to pay for it”. Is that the true value of 
anything?  
 

HE ONLY COULD UNLOCK THE GATE   

John 1:29, 10:7-11; 1 Peter 1:18-19; Hebrews 13:20-21 

 
 

Then we have the gate of John 10:9, a title Jesus is happy to call 
himself, the one through whom the sheep enter and are saved.  

It was the passage from Isaiah 53 that the apostle Philip heard 
an Ethiopian eunuch reading aloud in Acts 8:26ff, and was able, not only 

to explain to this traveller that the passage was fulfilled in the person 
of Jesus, but then had the joy of baptizing him as a new believer.  

In John 18:28 and 19:14, Pilate condemned Jesus to death on 
the preparation day for Passover at noon, which is the hour when the 
priests began to slaughter Passover lambs in the temple – remembering 
the blood of the slaughtered lambs which protected the houses of the 
Israelites on the night they left Egypt. John the Baptist may have been 
thinking of this when he saw Jesus coming towards him, and calls him 
the ‘Lamb of God’ (John 1:29).  

The sacrifices of old focussed the minds of the people on their 
sin but did not offer the deliverance from sin which Jesus’ sacrifice upon 
the cross could do, making complete the everlasting covenant between 
God and humankind.  

There is a less familiar picture of the lamb which might be 
helpful, and that is of the great conqueror. In the times between the 
Old and New Testaments, when we have the struggles of the 
Maccabees found in the Apocrypha of some Bibles, the lamb, and 
particularly the horned lamb, was a symbol of a conquering champion 
of God. It is used of Judas Maccabaeus, but also of Samuel, David and 
Solomon. Used of Jesus, we can see how he fought with, and overcame 
sin in that dreadful but essential battle on the cross.  

So, it may be that within this description of Jesus as Lamb we 
can see something of his love, sacrifice, suffering and triumph.  

The image of lambs and sheep can of course be extended to 
ourselves. Isaiah 53:6 reminds us that ‘We all, like sheep, have gone 
astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on 
him the iniquity of us all’. And sheep prone to wandering need a 
shepherd to open the gate to the sheepfold and keep them safe from 
harm.  

There is no better shepherd than Jesus who tells us, ‘I am the 
good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep’ 
(John 10:11).  

The fourth verse of our 
hymn seems to hint at two 
descriptions of Jesus. Firstly, 
there is the sacrificial lamb. John 
the Baptist sees Jesus at the River 
Jordan and calls him ‘Lamb of 
God’. This is also hinted at in 
Isaiah 53:6-7 which talks of one 
who ‘was led like a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before 
its shearers is silent, so he did not 
open his mouth’, and ‘by his 
wounds we are healed.’  
 



Jesus Shows You How to Live – Moral Example 

 
The Moral Example, or Moral Influence, understanding of Jesus’ 

death on the cross is about following Jesus’ example. It is in essence 
following the WWJD (What Would Jesus Do?) mantra when it comes to 
making decisions about our lives as well as our daily behaviour. 

Unlike most of the atonement theories, which are centred on 
the cross as key to our salvation, the Moral Example atonement theory 
encompasses the whole of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. There is 
more of a focus on the whole of the story – from Jesus’ birth 
(Incarnation) to his Ascension into heaven. 

Definition of Sin: We have tarnished and corrupted the image 
of God that was originally created within us. It has rendered us unable 
to fully reflect the love of God before others and causes harm to each 
other and the world. 

Definition of Salvation: Through his life, death and 
resurrection, Jesus demonstrates for us the way to live and love and 
empowers us to follow his example. 

Human beings are created in the image of God. This means that 
in our essence we have the capacity and potential to reflect God’s love 
into the world – ‘God’s imprint’. God’s basic character of goodness, 
love and relationality is an integral part of who we are created to be. 

Adam and Eve (Genesis 1:26-27) enjoyed an intimate 
relationship with God until their actions – their sin - broke that 
connection. Because of sin, that image of God in humanity was 
tarnished and corrupted, rendering us unable to fully reflect that love 

for others. What we need to restore this world back to its intended 
order is for someone to show us the way of love again. That person is 
Jesus. 

The ultimate outcome of salvation is that we become more 
able to love the way God loves, to forgive the way God forgives, to be 
in fuller and holier relationships with others, to be better stewards of 
creation, and to seek the way of humble service. 

SELF-GIVING LOVE  (1 John 3:14-19) 

Peter Abelard, in the C12th wrote:  

“Part of the example that Jesus set for us is his willingness to 
surrender himself to death on the cross, the ultimate act of self-giving 
love, showing us that we should ‘do all things out of love rather than 
fear.’” 

Bishop Oscar Romero was assassinated while celebrating Mass 
in a small chapel near his cathedral – he died at the altar. He had 
frequently spoken out against US military support for the Salvadoran 
government and called on soldiers not to carry out acts that harmed 
human rights. He never advocated violence, nor did he offer pious 
platitudes. He also said that we must not love ourselves so much that 
we avoid getting involved in the risks of life that history demands of us 
– for the benefit of the world and for the sake of the cross. 

Earl Marlatt wrote a hymn, “Are Ye Able” which captures the 
gravity of following Jesus. It includes these words: 

 

“Are ye able,” said the Master, 
“to be crucified with me?” 

“Yea,” the sturdy dreamers answered, 
“to the death we follow thee.” 

 

Lord, we are able. Our spirits are thine. 
Remould them, make us, like thee, divine. 
Thy guiding radiance above us all shall be 

a beacon to God, to love, and loyalty. 



THE DIFFICULT WAY OF LOVE 

It is easy to understand the reluctance to be crucified with 
Jesus. Jesus, though, shares what this means with direct honesty. The 
following is by no means a comprehensive list, but points in the right 
direction: 

Love your enemies. (Matthew 5:43-44) This is probably the 
toughest of all. 

God or money. Choose. (Matthew 6:24) Jesus never said there 
was anything wrong with earning money, saving money, having money 
or spending money – but we are not to worship it, obsess over it or let 
it take control of our lives. The same goes for possessions. There is to 
be only one object of worship – God. 

Serve, rather than be served. (Mark 10:43-45) This challenges 
our “What’s in it for me?” attitude. Life is not about what’ in it for me, 
but about loving God and our neighbour – others. 

Don’t judge. (Matthew 7:3) Judgement occurs when people 
create barriers between people and compartmentalize others based 
on gender, age, race, class, etc. 

Care for the hurting. (Matthew 25:31-46) This includes the 
poor, the imprisoned, the homeless, the sick, the refugee, the sceptic, 
the grieving – anyone pushed to the margins, lost and forgotten. Caring 
for others is caring for and loving Jesus. 

Jesus first. (John 18:36) Jesus would tell his disciples that 
commitment to God and our citizenship of the kingdom of heaven 
ranks higher than any other identity. There is a difference between God 
and country, as well as flag and cross. There is nothing inherently bad 
in being patriotic, but it is wrong to try and associate Jesus with a 
nation’s banner or one political ideology. 

Forgive. (Matthew 18:21-22) Turn the other cheek, walk the 
second mile. Forgive as God has forgiven you – for us that is not easy 
and can take a long time. 

It is important to remember that following Jesus faithfully, and 
perfectly, is not about our work, our efforts and our abilities. We 
cannot do this on our own. 

We need to remember too, that God’s love for us is unwavering 
- even when we get things wrong, we should rest in the assurance that 
God does not cease caring for us. That love should be our motivation 
to move forward and try again. 

It is by God’s grace and power alone that we are able to live in 
this way. 

THE PROS AND CONS OF THE MORAL EXAMPLE THEORY 

This theory, grounded in Scripture, stresses the importance of, 
and teaches us how, to live the moral, righteous, godly life. The Sermon 
on the Mount is almost entirely focussed on living a holy life. Paul’s 
letters give instructions on how to live together as a community of 
faith, guided by God’s love. 

The focus of this theory is on the here and now. We are 
reminded that how we live in the present matters. Jesus spoke often, 
instructing people to live out the kingdom of God today, as we live out 
the image of God within us. 

Critics of this theory claim that it is too dependent on works, 
rather than God’s grace. Some say it minimizes the work of the cross. 

In a world where violence and aggression seem to be the 
default response to solving issues, this theory counters very strongly 
the view that violence brings salvation. 
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