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3. 
He died that we might be forgiven, 

he died to make us good, 
that we might go at last to heaven, 

saved by his precious blood. 
INTRODUCTION 

Some people decline to offer an apology because it might be seen as 
a sign of weakness, but could it in fact be the opposite?  
 

MY EYES HAVE SEEN YOUR SALVATION  Luke 2:22-35 

 
Simeon’s prophetic words have been immortalised in the words of 

the Nunc Dimittis sung in so many churches.  

NUNC DIMITTIS (BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, 1662) 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

 

If this were not enough for Jesus’ parents to take in, following on from 
the angelic visit to Mary which told her God had a special work for her, they 
might recall the reasons that shepherds were among the first to welcome the 

birth of Jesus - an angel telling them that ‘This day in the town of David a 
Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ, the Lord. ‘  

Later they would remember the Magi following signs in the sky and 
looking for ‘The one who has been born king of the Jews.’  

Just over 30 years later Mary and Joseph’s son shared a Passover meal 
with some followers as he made his way once again to Jerusalem.  

THIS IS MY BLOOD   

Matthew 26:27-30; Acts 4:12; Psalm 27:1 

As enthusiastic as Jesus’ disciples were, they were often uncertain 
what his words meant. Now, around this table, they would be initially shocked 
at the invitation to take and eat his body, and drink his blood. For most 
cultures, and certainly to Jews it is unthinkable to consume human flesh and 
blood. There would be questions later, said or unsaid, about whether Jesus 
was talking literally or whether it was more of his picture language, as in the 
parables he used – denominations still disagree today.  

This meal was, of course, in remembrance of God’s saving act in 
bringing an often-disobedient people out of Egypt and eventually into a 
promised land. It remembers the Israelites being instructed to mark the 
doorposts of their homes with the blood of a slaughtered spring lamb and, 
upon seeing this, the spirit of the Lord knew to pass over the first-born in 
these homes.  

In Jeremiah 31:31-34 the prophet talks of God’s new covenant, 
ending with these words, ‘And I will forgive their wickedness, and I will never 
again remember their sins’.  

There are many covenants in the Old Testament, all bar this one 
sealed with the blood of an animal, but none of them conveying the 
forgiveness of sins. The sacrificial system pointed forward to the sacrificial 
death of Jesus, but did not itself take away sins, as the writer to the Hebrews 
tells us (Hebrews 10:3,4) - it merely reminded the people of their wrongdoing. 
Could it be that Jesus, knowing this, sees the spilling of his blood as sealing 
this new covenant between God and humankind?  

‘This is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for many 
for the forgiveness of sins.’  

Luke’s Gospel gives us a lovely 
moment when Jesus is taken by Mary and 
Joseph to the temple in Jerusalem to be 
circumcised, when they are met by Simeon 
- a righteous man with a prophetic 
message. He tells them that God’s 
salvation is to be found for all of 
humankind through their child, but also 
gives them a warning that there will be 
opposition for Jesus and great heartache 
for Mary.  



Jesus Sets Us Free – Ransom 

 
The ransom understanding of Jesus’ death takes the biblical 

view that sin has held us hostage, unable to live the free and forgiven 
life that God intends for us. We are prisoners of the forces of evil and 
wickedness, and there is no hope for our escape under our own efforts. 
Jesus saves us by giving his life on the cross as a ransom to set us free. 

We are prisoners of the forces of evil and wickedness, and 
there is no hope for escape on our own efforts. 

HISTORY & BIBLE 

Irenaeus, born 130 AD, was a Greek bishop who was compelled 
by this idea that we are held captive to sin and evil. He names our 
‘kidnapper’ as the ‘apostate one’ or the devil: 

The apostate one (or, the devil) unjustly held sway over us, and 
though we were by nature the possession of Almighty God, we had been 
alienated from our proper nature, making us instead his own disciples.  

Many years later, Thomas Cranmer (1489-1556), the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, developed this image further, describing 
Christ’s body and blood as a price that God had to negotiate with the 
devil in full in order to extract our freedom. 

Both Irenaeus and Cranmer based their ideas and images on 
those of the apostle Paul, eg. Galatians 3:23-26. 

We should note too in Luke 4:18 that Jesus’ mission statement 
includes release and liberation of persons in captivity. 

FREEDOM FOR THE OPPRESSED 

Jesus sides with the captives. While many would hold John 3:16 
as being their favourite Bible verse, it has been observed that in many 
poorer countries it would be the words of Luke 4:16-30, which includes 
good news to the poor and freedom for those who are oppressed. 

Jesus frees us not only from the spiritual bondage of sin, but 
from all other forms of bondage that stem from it – economic, 
political and cultural captivity. 

The understanding is that God is always on the side of the 
oppressed, never the oppressor, and that God’s justice will set free any 
who are imprisoned. 

SETTING YOU FREE 

Many have drawn strength through the understanding that 
Jesus’ death sets free those held hostage by forces beyond their 
control. 

From what chains do you need to be freed? 

Examples of these chains might include: shame, guilt, never 
feeling the forgiveness of God, addiction, self-destructive behaviour, 
hopelessness, anger, bitterness, resentment, feelings of revenge 
associated with past hurts, fear of death, anxiety about the future. 

Jesus has come to set you free. He has paid the ransom, 
guaranteed your release. What has held you back need not hold you 
back any longer. 

Paul tells Christians in Colossians 4:18, that while memories of 
the past may never go away, they can remind us how God still has the 
power to liberate us and make us grateful. 

SINGING IN CAPTIVITY 

Music has always been a way of claiming freedom. When 
released jubilant songs of praise are sung. 



See Exodus 15 – Song of the Sea, thought to be one of the 
earliest Scripture passages ever written, which tells of the Israelites 
escaping Pharaoh’s army through the Red Sea. 

Psalm 137:4 – songs of old (lament) sung in a foreign land. 

Isaiah 52 – songs of joy that God will rebuild the city of 
Jerusalem and the heart of the people. 

Luke 1:46-55 – the Magnificat, a song that proclaims God’s 
favour for the lowly and the oppressed. 

Acts 16:16-29 – Paul and Silas in prison, singing! 

When in distress – sing a song! 

SINGING OUT FREEDOM 

The ransom view of atonement has inspired many hymns: 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
From depths of hell Thy people save 
And give them victory o’er the grave 

“O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” includes the line describing 
how Jesus “breaks the power of cancelled sin; he sets the prisoner free.” 

Interestingly, in Christ we cannot only be set free from 
imprisonment; we can even experience freedom during our 
imprisonment.  

Other hymns include spirituals: “We Shall overcome”, or “Lift 
every voice and sing.” 

Charles Wesley describes this ransom view in the fourth verse 
of “And Can it Be.” 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay, 
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray; 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 

PROS AND CONS OF RANSOM ATONEMENT THEORY 

On the ‘con’ side, some find it difficult to understand a cosmic 
foe (Satan or the devil) who can hold us hostage despite God’s desire 
to prevent it. 

The focus on sin as captivity can cause some to think that they 
had no role in being the cause of their own sins. It isn’t our fault we are 
sinful – the devil made me do it! 

On the ‘pro’ side, this image takes seriously the power of sin 
and reminds us that on our own we can’t break ourselves free. In a 
culture where we are told we can overcome all obstacles and be 
anything we want to be, we are reminded that it may be possible in 
some ways, but not all. 

 

The ransom image is so 
prominent in the Bible and 
throughout Christian history 
that it is comforting to realise 
that we are not alone 
whenever we feel powerless 
in the face of sin and suffering. 
Others have experienced 
hardship and experienced 
Christ’s freedom, and we can 
too. 
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