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FORTH VALLEY METHODIST CIRCUIT WEEKLY SERVICE 
SUNDAY 28th FEBRUARY 2021 
 

Call to worship: 
 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
Worship the Lord with gladness; 
come into his presence with singing. 
 
Know that the Lord is God. 
It is he that made us, and we are his; 
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
and his courts with praise. 
Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
 
For the Lord is good; 
his steadfast love endures for ever, 
and his faithfulness to all generations. 
 
(Psalm 100, taken from the New Revised Standard Version) 
 
Reproduced from Singing the Faith © Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes 2011, number 822. Words © 1989 by the Division 
of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America 
www.nccusa.org/newbtu/btuhome.html. Used by permission. All rights reserved. CCLI licence number 642101.  

 
Hymn: Born in song (StF 21) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwaGrBZgVAw 
 
1. Born in song! 
God's people have always been singing. 
Born in song! 
Hearts and voices raised. 
So today we worship together; 
God alone is worthy to be praised. 
 
2. Praise to God! 
For he is the one who has made us. 
Praise to God! 
We his image bear. 
Heaven and earth are full of his glory; 
let creation praise him everywhere. 
 

3. Christ is King! 
He left all the glory of heaven. 
Christ is King! 
Born to share in our pain; 
crucified, for sinners atoning, 
risen, exalted, soon to come again. 
 
4. Sing the song! 
God's Spirit is poured out among us. 
Sing the song! 
He has made us anew. 
Ev'ry member part of the Body; 
given his power, his will to seek and do. 
 

http://www.nccusa.org/newbtu/btuhome.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwaGrBZgVAw
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5. Tell the world! 
All power to Jesus is given. 
Tell the world! 
He is with us always. 
Spread the word, that all may receive him; 
every tongue confess and sing his praise. 
 

6. Then the end! 
Christ Jesus shall reign in his glory. 
Then the end 
of all earthly days. 
Yet above the song will continue; 
all his people still shall sing his praise.

Brian Hoare (b. 1935) 
 
Reproduced from Singing the Faith © Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes 2011, number 21. Words and music © Brian 
Hoare/ Jubilate Hymns. Administered by the Jubilate Group, 4 Thorne Park Road, Torquay, TQ2 6RX 
copyrightmanager@jubilate.co.uk Used by permission. CCLI licence number 642101.  

 
Prayers of Adoration, Confession and Thanksgiving: 
 
You are the God who comes to us. You do not stay away. 
You are not far off. 
You come to us often unawares, gently entering our lives to share our joys and pains. 
You come, as an unseen guest at every meal. 
You come, our companion on every journey. 
You come, watching over us when we sleep at night.  
You come, to share our lives, not to intrude, nor to impose your will. 
You come, with tenderness and love to share and care and listen, to assure us that we are 
not alone living our lives in isolation. 
 
Heavenly Father we come to You in adoration and thanksgiving that at this strange and 
difficult time to know your presence is a blessing. We thank You for the joy of human 
company; for the comfort of worship; for the pleasure of singing: for the thought of Your 
word and the meaning for life we take from it. Lord we thank you! 
 
But we come as we are, knowing ourselves and our shortcomings. We come knowing that 
we don’t think, speak or behave in your light. We confess that our lives don’t always show 
the love of Christ. There is within us a streak which always seeks something that looks to 
find the easy way. Lord forgive us. 
 
So we pray that our worship may be heartfelt, warm and a blessing, for we do so in the 
name of Jesus. Amen 
 
Reading:  Mark 3: 1 - 6  
The link will take you to the Bible Gateway website www.biblegateway.com 
 

mailto:copyrightmanager@jubilate.co.uk
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+3%3A1-6&version=NRSV
http://www.biblegateway.com/
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Hymn: From the breaking of the dawn (StF 156) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qjUV6jpsg8g 
 
1. From the breaking of the dawn 
to the setting of the sun, 
I will stand on every promise of your word. 
Words of power, strong to save, 
that will never pass away; 
I will stand on every promise of your word. 
For your covenant is sure, 
and on this I am secure: 
I can stand on every promise of your word. 
 
2. When I stumble and I sin, 
condemnation pressing in, 
I will stand on every promise of your word. 
You are faithful to forgive, 
that in freedom I might live, 
so I stand on every promise of your word. 
Guilt to innocence restored; 
you remember sins no more. 
So I'll stand on every promise of your 
word. 
 
 
 
 

3. When I'm faced with anguished choice 
I will listen for your voice, 
and I'll stand on every promise of your 
word. 
Through this dark and troubled land, 
you will guide me with your hand 
as I stand on every promise of your word. 
And you've promised to complete 
every work begun in me, 
so I'll stand on every promise of your 
word. 
 
4. Hope that lifts me from despair; 
love that casts out every fear 
as I stand on every promise of your word. 
Not forsaken, not alone, 
for the Comforter has come, 
and I stand on every promise of your 
word. 
Grace sufficient, grace for me, 
grace for all who will believe. 
We will stand on every promise of your 
word

Keith Getty (b. 1974) and Stuart Townend (b. 1963) 
 
Reproduced from Singing the Faith © Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes 2011, number 156. Words and music © 2005, 
Thankyou Music, Administered by worshiptogether.com Songs, excluding UK & Europe administered by Kingswaysongs, a 
division of David C Cook tym@kingsway.co.uk Used by permission. CCLI licence number 642101.  

 
Reflection: 
  
There are 3 questions that are generally thought to be useful when we study the Bible, 
being: 
 
1) What does it say?   2) What does it mean?  3) How does it apply?  
 
Applying these principles to what we hear is the rule we should all aspire to. 
 
The scene is a synagogue where Jesus, some Pharisees and a man with a shrivelled hand 
were present. Verse 2 begins with “Some of them” – not all of them. They didn’t all have 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qjUV6jpsg8g
mailto:tym@kingsway.co.uk
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the same approach to Jesus and clearly some had Him in a different pigeonhole to others. 
But just as in the synagogue, people have different perceptions of Jesus – in this case they 
were trying to catch Him out. There may have been some who were trying to find out about 
this man, but the majority were after him. People differ - an obvious thing to say. 
 
But the Pharisees were not bad men. They were the religious authorities of the day. They 
had built a life around religious observance and were comfortable with it. Here was a man 
who posed uncomfortable questions which challenged their beliefs and the status they had 
built around themselves.  The principle which faced them was what to do about Sabbath 
observance and whether doing good was better than not doing good, because it was the 
Sabbath. It was a challenge which posed a wider question to their accepted values and way 
of life. So much about them depended on their view on this question. And their answer was 
- no reply. It was a silent rebuke that Jesus saw as a failure to recognise that some things 
are not sacrosanct. Yes, it is OK to heal on a Sunday. 
 
The lesson we take from it is that we need always to consider those things which we have 
come to think of as sacrosanct. We need to test them both privately, and together in 
fellowship, to be sure that they continue to reveal the nature of God and of His love and 
grace towards humankind. We need to think again about things “we once held dear” as the 
song goes. 
 
We tend not to consider the things we hold dear, the things we just accept as the correct 
way. We tell each other that that was a lovely service or that was a long one or wasn’t that 
awful. We don’t think about things that really matter.  
 
Think of the issues we consider today, when will we hear about the vaccine or who has 
caught the virus, or when will the schools be open.  We don’t think about sexuality, family-
values, the need to share, the possibility of assisted death. Often, we have accepted beliefs 
which we do not realise until we face them within our families. The message from this part 
of the story of the man with the withered hand, is that we need guiding principles, but they 
must be tested against God’s revelation of Himself to us.  
 
I once received a letter from a lovely Christian lady who asked me to preach a “normal 
service”. What she meant was a service which had none of these new-fangled gadgets like 
guitars and new songs. How would you respond to the accusation, “Pharisee”? 
“Stretch out you hand”, said Jesus, and the man’s hand was completely restored.  
  
Prayers of Intercession: 
 
Lord we pray for the renewal of communities and the well-being of our local community. 
We find it when we are with our friends in church or singing in a choir, or we find it within a 
group of family and friends whom we love and support. Lord all these are our communities 
and it is good that we pray for them. 
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But what about those who live on the margins of our understanding and those we do not 
know, or even like, or speak a different language. The young man who sleeps rough in a 
doorway. The young woman with needle-ravaged arms who begs on the High Street. The 
young people squatting in the nailed-up house no one wants. Those we don’t see or know 
about, the alone, depressed or despairing. 
 
Lord as we pray for our local communities, help us to listen to those around us, to notice 
those with whom we share an affinity and to those we do not. Help us to listen rather than 
speak and enable us to embrace change and not be fearful of the difference. 
In Jesus name we pray, Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 
 
Our Father in heaven… 
 
Hymn: All I once held dear (StF 489) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6h7RPTRsrng 
 
All I once held dear, 
built my life upon, 
all this world reveres, 
and wars to own, 
all I once thought gain 
I have counted loss; 
spent and worthless now, 
compared to this. 
 
Refrain: 
Knowing you, Jesus, 
knowing you, 
there is no greater thing. 
You're my all, you're the best, 
you're my joy, my righteousness, 
and I love you, Lord. 
 
 

Now my heart's desire 
is to know you more, 
to be found in you 
and known as yours. 
To possess by faith 
what I could not earn, 
all-surpassing gift 
of righteousness. Refrain 
 
Oh, to know the power 
of your risen life, 
and to know you in 
your sufferings. 
To become like you 
in your death, my Lord, 
so with you to live 
and never die. Refrain 
 

Graham Kendrick. (b.1950) 
 
Reproduced from Singing the Faith © Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes 2011, number 489. Words and music © 1993 
Graham Kendrick/ Make Way Music Ltd, PO Box 320, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 9DE, UK. www.grahamkendrick.co.uk Used by 
permission. CCLI licence number 642101.  
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Blessing: 
 
The peace of God which passes all understanding keep our hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God and of His Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, and the blessing of God 
almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
With thanks to Edward Idle for preparing this week’s order of service.  


