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FORTH VALLEY METHODIST CIRCUIT WEEKLY SERVICE 
SUNDAY 6th DECEMBER 2020 
SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 
Call to Worship 
 
The Lord is near. The Lord is coming soon. 
Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I say rejoice. 
 
Hymn: Make Way, Make Way for Christ the King (StF 264)  
 
Make way, make way, for Christ the King 
in splendour arrives; 
fling wide your gates and welcome him 
into your lives. 
Make way (Make way), make way (make way), 
for the King of kings (for the King of kings); 
make way (make way), make way (make way), 
and let his kingdom in. 
 
He comes the broken hearts to heal, 
the prisoners to free; 
the deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, 
the blind shall see. 
 
And those who mourn with heavy hearts, 
who weep and sigh, 
with laughter, joy and royal crown 
he'll beautify. 
 
We call you now to worship him 
as Lord of all, 
to have no gods before him, 
their thrones must fall! 
 

                                                                         Graham Kendrick (b. 1950) 
Words and Music ©1986 Thankyou Music Administered by worshiptogether.com Songs 

excluding UK & Europe administered by Kingswaysongs, a division of David C Cook 
tym@kingsway.co.uk Used by permission.  

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugK5bFApgkI
mailto:tym@kingsway.co.uk
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Prayer of Adoration 
 
Lord God, we adore you because you have come to people in times past. 
You spoke in the Law of Israel and challenged folk in the words of the 
prophets. 
You have shown us in Jesus what you are really like. 
 
Lord God, we adore you because you continue to come to us now. 
You come through other people and their love and concern for us. 
You come through those who need our love and our help. 
 
Lord God, we adore you because you will come to us in the future. 
You will be with us when we face difficult decisions and problems. 
You will be with us when our earthly lives are coming to an end. 
 
We welcome you, the God who comes. 
Come to us now in our worship this day in the power of Jesus Christ. 

 
Prayer of Confession 
 

O God of tenderness and love, breathe your grace into our lives. 
Forgive our wandering ways and guide us along your paths of peace. 
When we lose our way and forget the reason and purpose of this season, 
carry us back to you. 
Lead us to faith and hope, that we might truly proclaim that you are our 
God. 
In your holy name, we pray.    Amen 
 

Old and New Testament Readings:                       
 
Isaiah 40.1-11 
Mark 1.1-8 
 
Use your own Bible or click on the links above to read from the NRSV on the 
Bible Gateway website.  
 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah40%3A+1-11&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+1%3A+1-8&version=NRSV
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Hymn: Praise to the God who clears the way (StF 183) 
 
Praise to the God who clears the way 
preparing room and space; 
for power and pride will lose their sway 
as peace comes in their place. 
 
Praise to the God who comes to judge 
the truth of word and deed, 
who calls our minds and wills to change, 
rebuking wealth and greed. 
 
Praise to the God who waits with us 
for hope and joy to reign, 
who shares our suffering and our loss, 
embodied in our pain. 
 
Praise to the God who comes to bring  
comfort to all who mourn. 
The whole creation ‘Glory’ sings 
as Christ the light is born. 
 

                                                                                          Jan Berry (b.1953) 
Words © Jan Berry Music © Norman Warren/ Jubilate Hymns. Administered by The Jubilate 

Group, 4 Thorpe Park Road, Torquay TQ2 6RX copyrightmanager@jubilate.co.uk.  
Used by permission. 

 
Reflection 
 
The first verse of Mark's gospel is a kind of title - a sentence with no verb in it. 
The narrative proper opens with a quotation of two verses from the Old 
Testament, only the second of which is actually from Isaiah - the first one being 
from the beginning of the third chapter of Malachi. This had led some scholars 
to suggest that the Malachi quotation was added at a later date. 
 
Mark clearly saw these Old Testament passages as a prophecy of the coming of 
John the Baptist, as he then writes about him in the next few verses. We read 
that John appeared in the wilderness preaching the need for repentance for 
sins to be forgiven. We are told about John's dress and diet before he is quoted 
as pointing to the coming of someone much greater than himself. 
 

mailto:copyrightmanager@jubilate.co.uk
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I think the way Mark begins his gospel indicates what was important to him. 
Firstly, he believed the scriptures pointed forward to John the Baptist, and that 
John was important because he pointed forward to Jesus. In Malachi's day the 
priests were failing in their duty. Their service was carried out in a wearisome 
way with offerings often blemished and second best. The messenger was to 
come to cleanse and purify the worship of the temple before the Anointed One 
of God appeared on earth. Mark was certain that Jesus was the Messiah and 
that John the Baptist started off the new age movement. Mark found verses in 
scripture to show that it all happened as God intended. 
 
Secondly, even though Mark gave the title of his book 'The Gospel of Jesus 
Christ', John was important to Mark. The statements he recorded of John's 
teaching at the end of today's passage both point forward to Jesus. Mark 
stressed the power of Jesus, telling his readers that John said the coming one 
was much greater than he was and that the coming one would baptise with the 
Holy Spirit - a sign that the final act of God's salvation had arrived. 
 
The third thing that we can see that was important to Mark from the way he 
started his gospel arises from the fact he began with Jesus as a fully-grown 
man. There is no birth story in his gospel. It seems that what was important to 
Mark was that Jesus was the 'Son of God', whatever that title meant to him 
and that, as the Son, Jesus proclaimed that the Kingdom of God was at hand 
and urged his readers to prepare for that by turning away from their sin and 
back to God. Mark decided that the way to make this plain was to start with 
John the Baptist and show that John, and thus Jesus, were acting with God's 
full authority because the scriptures pointed forward to their coming. 
 
So what does the opening of Mark's gospel have to say to us today? We do not 
normally search through the Old Testament to try to discover prophecies 
about Jesus. If we read some of the modern books about the life of Jesus we 
find that most of them start, as Mark's gospel does, with Jesus as a grown man. 
Modern writers are more interested in what Jesus did, what he taught and 
who was responsible for his death, than in the stories of his birth and 
childhood. Many of them are very sceptical about a virginal conception and 
argue that such stories are symbolic rather than factual. Their concern is with 
how Jesus fitted into the life of the Jews 2000 years ago. 
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However, although many modern writers start from where Mark started, his 
story was told with a purpose. It is 'good news' - possibly the good news that 
Jesus brought, but more likely that Jesus himself was the good news. What the 
Jews had been looking forward to for centuries had now happened, the 
Messiah had arrived. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
O God, our loving heavenly Father, we give you thanks that you have enabled 
us to live in a beautiful world of hills, valleys, rivers, lakes, trees, flowers, birds 
and animals. We thank you for all the sources of our joys and happiness - for 
young children, the sight of mountains against a clear blue sky, for chances to 
talk and share experiences with friends and relatives, and for moments in 
which we suddenly become aware of your presence in this world we inhabit. 
 
We thank you for your never-failing love towards us and that you came to us in 
Jesus, the living expression of your grace. We rejoice that, through Jesus, we 
are made whole.  
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Loving God, we pray for the life of the world, that every nation may seek the 
way that leads to peace and justice, that human rights and freedom may be 
respected in all countries and that the world's resources may be wisely used 
and shared. 
 
We pray for our own country, that nobody will exploit others and none be 
neglected or forgotten, especially at this time when many have lost jobs or 
cannot find one. May good service and true worth in the labour market be  
recognised and rewarded. 
 
We pray for those who suffer from physical or mental illness, and for those 
who minister to the suffering and all those in need of any kind. We ask that all 
doctors, nurses and care workers may have the strength to face challenging 
situations and be able to comfort those who are suffering. 
 
We pray for those who are lonely or have few friends, those who struggle to 
make ends meet and those who have no home to go to at night. We remember 
also those who are struggling to look after themselves because of old age or 
physical disability and pray for those who give of their time to assist them. 
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We pray for those around the world who suffer for their religious beliefs or 
convictions and who are tempted to give up because their way is hard. Help 
them and strengthen them Lord, so that they may hold fast and, by their 
example, encourage others to do the same. 
 
We pray for the Christian Church throughout the world, that it may share fully 
in the work of Jesus, revealing God to people of all ages and reconciling people 
to God. We pray for the unity of the Church, for all ministers of the gospel, for 
all lay workers and for all Christians here in Scotland. 
 
Finally, Lord God, we ask you to cleanse and defend the Church and to unite us 
in love and service, that we can proclaim your goodness in our lives and reveal 
your greatness to others; through Jesus Christ our Lord,  Amen. 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 
Now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Hymn:  We have a gospel to proclaim (StF 418) 
 
We have a gospel to proclaim, 
good news for all throughout the earth; 
the gospel of a Saviour's name: 
we sing his glory, tell his worth. 
 
Tell of his birth at Bethlehem - 
not in a royal house or hall, 
but in a stable dark and dim, 
the Word made flesh, a light for all. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I5wWRYq57EM
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Tell of his death at Calvary: 
hated by those he came to save, 
in lonely suffering on the cross, 
for all he loved his life he gave. 
 
Tell of that glorious Easter morn: 
empty the tomb, for he was free. 
He broke the power of death and hell 
that we might share his victory. 
 
Tell of his reign at God's right hand, 
by all creation glorified. 
He sends his Spirit on his Church 
to live for him, the Lamb who died. 
 
Now we rejoice to name him King: 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
This gospel-message we proclaim: 
we sing his glory, tell his worth. 

 
                                                                      Edward Joseph Burns (b.1938) 

Words © Canon Edward J Burns 

 

Blessing:  The peace of the earth be with you (StF 774) 
 

The peace of the earth be with you, the peace of the heavens too; 
the peace of the rivers be with you, the peace of the oceans too. 
Deep peace falling over you. God’s peace, God’s peace growing in you. 

 
 

                             Guatemalan text – translated by Christine Carson (b. 1965) 
Translation: From There is One Among Us © 1998 Christine Carson/ WGRG Iona 

Community, Glasgow, G2 3DH, Scotland www.wgrg.co.uk 

 
 

      
All hymn lyrics reproduced from Singing the Faith © Trustees for Methodist Church 
Purposes 2011, under CCLI licence number 642101. Additional copyright information 
provided under individual hymn lyrics.  
  
With thanks to Ian Paterson for preparing this week's order of service.                        

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYsTzXby4vU
http://www.wgrg.co.uk/

