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FORTH VALLEY METHODIST CIRCUIT WEEKLY SERVICE 
SUNDAY 29th NOVEMBER 2020 
ADVENT SUNDAY 
 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
O people of God, 
let us draw near to God. 
O people who sometimes do not listen, 
let us listen to God’s name 
and be renewed by the ‘Name Above All Names’, 
the name of our maker, 
who made us, and who shapes us 
to be vessels of light in waiting times. 
Come, let us worship. 
Let us worship the ‘Name Above All Names’. 
Amen. 
 
A GATHERING PRAYER WITH CANDLE LIGHTING 
 
Gathered here today, 
we light a candle of hope, 
knowing that in dark times 
there is always a light that can be lit. 
Let us, people in dusk and dawn, 
light the light of vigilance, 
knowing that God is always calling us 
to justice, mercy and humility – 
at this time of year, 
and all times of the year. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN: LIKE A CANDLE FLAME, FLICKERING IN THE DARKNESS (STF 176) 
 
Like a candle flame, 
flickering small in our darkness. 
Uncreated light 
shines through infant eyes. 
 
God is with us, alleluia. 
God is with us, alleluia. 
Come to save us, alleluia. 
Come to save us. 
Alleluia! 
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Stars and angels sing, 
yet the earth sleeps in shadows; 
can this tiny spark 
set a world on fire? 
 
God is with us, alleluia. 
God is with us, alleluia. 
Come to save us, alleluia. 
Come to save us. 
Alleluia! 
 
Yet his light shall shine 
from our lives, Spirit blazing, 
as we touch the flame 
of his holy fire. 
 
God is with us, alleluia. 
God is with us, alleluia. 
Come to save us, alleluia. 
Come to save us. 
Alleluia! 
 

Graham Kendrick (b.1950) 
 

Words and music © 1998 Graham Kendrick/ Make Way Music Ltd, PO Box 320, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, UK. 
www.grahamkendrick.co.uk. Used by permission. 

 
A PRAYER OF APPROACH 
 
We come to your house, God, 
sometimes aware, and sometimes not aware. 
Sometimes aware of our need, sometimes ignoring others’ needs. 
You wait for us, O God, and as you wait, 
you call us to wait for you, too. 
As we gather around Word and Bread, 
may we remember how you have helped us – 
in the kindness of a stranger, 
in the comfort of a friend, 
in the call for justice, 
in the shout for mercy. 
And make us, who wait for you, 
approach you and each other 
with new vigilance, and with new hope. 
Amen. 
 

http://www.grahamkendrick.co.uk/
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A PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
We have turned our face from you, O God, 
whose face is always turned towards us. 
We have forsaken what we know is just. 
We have ignored what we understand is true. 
We have refused to believe what should be believed. 
We have deceived ourselves in word and deed. 
For this, we humbly repent, 
and we turn our face towards you – 
who waits for us, and makes us ever new. 
Make us ever new now, O restoring God. 
Amen. 
 
A PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
God, your name is Love, and in your great love 
you have called us into community with each other. 
With you and in you and because of you, 
we are nurtured in love. 
Yours is the name that lasts for ever. 
Your love reaches into all corners, 
confirming those who wait for you – 
that they wait in the name of Great Love. 
Amen. 
 
READING:  Isaiah 64:1-9  (NRSV) 
READING: Mark 13: 24-37 (NRSV) 
 
Use your own Bible or click on the above links to read from the NRSV translation on the Bible 
Gateway website. 
 
HYMN: LO HE COMES WITH CLOUDS DESCENDING (STF 177) 
 
Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 
once for favoured sinners slain; 
thousand thousand saints attending 
swell the triumph of his train: 
Alleluia! 
God appears on earth to reign. 
 
Every eye shall now behold him 
robed in glorious majesty; 
we who set at nought and sold him, 
pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
deeply wailing, 
shall the true Messiah see. 
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Those dear tokens of his passion 
still his dazzling body bears; 
cause of endless exultation 
to his ransomed worshippers: 
with what rapture 
gaze we on those glorious scars. 
 
Sing, amen, let all adore thee, 
high on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory, 
claim the kingdom for thine own: 
come, Lord Jesus! 
Everlasting God, come down! 
 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

 
REFLECTION: KEEP AWAKE  
 
Randy Pausch, a professor at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, delivered his final 
lecture in September 2007, after he had been diagnosed with terminal pancreatic cancer. 
He showed a love of life and an attitude to his approaching death which many people found 
inspiring. This lecture turned into a phenomenon – and was viewed by millions on TV and 
the internet – Just go on to ‘You Tube’ and you will find it.  
 
Before his death at the age of 47 in July 2008, Pausch co-authored a book with Jeffrey 
Zaslow, entitled ‘The Last Lecture” – it is a book about love, courage and saying goodbye. 
 
Anyway, he expected a handful of people to turn up for his last lecture – assuming that 
people would have better things to do than attend a final lesson of computer science 
professor in his 40s. In fact, he had bet $50 with a friend that he would never fill the 400 
seat auditorium. 
 
Well, he lost the bet – the auditorium was packed to overflowing and when he entered he 
received a standing ovation – he then said, “now make me earn it.” 
 
According to Zaslow, during the 70 minute lecture he hardly mentioned his cancer – instead 
he tells a wonderful story on the lessons of life that he has learned. And believe me there 
are some wonderful nuggets of inspirations. 
 
He said: ‘Brick walls are there for a reason – they let us prove how badly we want 
something.’ 
 
“Wait long enough and people will surprise and impress you”. 
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He then invited his audience to rethink their ambitions and find new ways to look at other 
people’s flaws and abilities. He said: 
 
“KEEP AWAKE. KEEP AWAKE to what is truly important in life. 
 
Anyway, Pausch had planned to spend the remaining time after the lecture with his family. 
But the phenomenon of his last lecture spread and many people said that they quit feeling 
self-pity, some said they resisted suicidal urges and spent more time with their loved ones. 
They had more joy in every day they had left. Pausch’s last lecture really woke people up. 
 
KEEP AWAKE is what Pausch told his audience, and that is what Jesus tells us to do as well. 
Jesus, however, didn’t give his last lecture in a university auditorium – but as he walked with 
his disciples. It was more like a conversation on the move. 
 
Jesus tells his disciples to KEEP AWAKE for his second coming – an event that will happen, 
we know not when – at a time after his death, resurrection, and ascension. He says that he 
will come again as the Son of Man, coming in clouds with ‘great power and glory’ to gather 
the people from the ends of the earth, and bring them into his kingdom. 
 
So, Jesus says: KEEP AWAKE. 
 
This passage read from Mark’s gospel is actually incredibly complex – and to have this as the 
first gospel reading for the new Christian year – which incidentally is what the first Sunday in 
Advent is – well, as a preacher you look at it and say, whoa – or something similar. Right at 
the beginning we have this teaching on the end of time.  
 
It reminds me of what Cecil B. De Mille, the Hollywood producer of those great epics said 
about what made a good blockbuster: “Start with an earthquake and then build to a 
climax.” 
 
So, in one sense it does seem strange to be contemplating Jesus’ second coming as we 
approach the celebration of his birth. Yet if you think about it – it actually puts us into the 
frame of mind of the those who awaited the first coming of Jesus – for they too like us and 
his second coming – don’t know when he is arriving. 
 
We need to be watchful – we need to KEEP AWAKE. 
 
I would like to suggest too – that there is big difference between waiting for Christmas and 
waiting for Christ. There is no countdown of days for Christ – we thus have to be more 
active in our wakefulness. 
 
A person waiting in the departure lounge to board a plane will experience a passive kind of 
waiting. However, a person waiting at arrivals for a particular person to arrive will be 
waiting expectantly peering through that door as it keeps sliding open and shut trying to get 
a glimpse of that person. This a more watchful, active kind of waiting. 
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So, as we enter the frenetic time of preparing for Christmas – shopping, decorating, 
partying, or whatever - we are challenged to remain alert - to KEEP AWAKE.  
 
So how do we KEEP AWAKE – how do we keep alert? 
 
1. LISTEN 
We must learn to listen to the words of Jesus through all the clamour of this season and 
beyond. Words from Jesus such as: “If any want to be my disciples let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” In the midst of the season of 
consumption, Jesus calls us to self-denial. He also says: “Whoever wants to be first must be 
the last and the servant of all.” Glory and power are not to be found in the purchasing of 
expensive gifts, but in serving others. 
 
And Jesus calls us also to a child-like faith, a simple, uncomplicated approach to faith and 
life, when he promises: “Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child will never enter it.” 
 
Good words – listen to them. I have to say that Pausch said that if he could give three words 
of advice, they would be: “Tell the truth.”  
 
And if he was given three more, he would add, “All the time.” 
 
Receive the way of Jesus – by listening to his words and heeding them. 
 
2. CONNECT 
In order to KEEP AWAKE it is also important to be connected to the community that Jesus 
intends to gather when he returns. Remember that Christianity is a community faith, not an 
individual activity – so it is critical to get together for worship, service and fellowship. 
Pausch talked of how he stayed connected with his friends through his illness – they would 
continue to joke in the ways they always had. In this ‘holiday season’ as they call it in USA, it 
is very easy to put other activities ahead of worship.  
 
If you are not fully connected I would urge you to seek to do so – and if there isn’t 
something that suits you, then get together with a group of like-minded friends and start 
something. Staying connected is vital. 
 
3. BE READY 
The truth of Randy Pausch’s situation was that he was not facing anything different from the 
rest of us. We may think we are immortal, but we are not and never will be. We are all going 
to die – the difference for Randy is that for him it was more imminent. But some of us may 
not even be alive to see the next Lord’s Day. 
 
There is a Latin phrase ‘memento mori’ – which when loosely translated means ‘remember 
you will die.’  
 
It is said that it was a phrase used by the servant of a roman general when he rode into the 
city after a victorious battle. As they would ride in with the prisoners in chains, the servant 
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would say this phrase to the general as a reminder that he was just as mortal as these 
prisoners, and that he too would experience the same fate as them. 
 
Pausch said: “I am living like I am dying. But at the same time, I’m living, like I’m still living.’ 
He was wide awake with a sense of the inevitable. We should do the same – living every day 
as if it were our last day on earth, doing our best to follow Jesus, trust God and love our 
neighbour. And the fact that we don’t know when our lives will end, if you think about, 
should wake us up all the more. 
 
So be ready – KEEP AWAKE.  
 
And the best way to be ready is to be alert to Christ’s will, living each day with faith and love 
and a spirit of service. 
 
As Jesus says: “What I say to you I say to all – KEEP AWAKE.” 
 
The good news for us is we know that Jesus has already come and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit – has already provided us with the means to live each day faithfully. 
 
So, KEEP AWAKE as you LISTEN to Jesus words. Stay CONNECTED to the faith community.  
 
And BE READY by living each day as though it were your last day on earth, in line with 
Christ’s will and way. 
 
So how do we stay in tune with God’s will through this Advent season? 
 
KEEP AWAKE. To God be the glory for ever. 
 
HYMN: DARKNESS LIKE A SHROUD COVERS THE EARTH (STF 170) 
 
Darkness like a shroud covers the earth. 
Evil like a cloud covers the people. 
But the Lord will rise upon you 
and his glory will appear on you, 
nations will come to your light. 
 
Arise, shine, your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord has risen on you! 
Arise, shine, your light has come, 
Jesus the Light of the world has come. 
 
Children of the light, be clean and pure. 
Rise, you sleepers, Christ will shine on you. 
Take the Spirit's flashing two-edged sword 
and with faith declare God's mighty word; 
stand up and in his strength be strong. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aHG3YS0NGJc
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Arise, shine, your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord has risen on you! 
Arise, shine, your light has come, 
Jesus the Light of the world has come. 
 
Here among us now, Christ the Light 
kindles brighter flames in our trembling hearts. 
Living Word, our lamp, come guide our feet 
as we walk as one in light and peace 
till justice and truth shine like the sun. 
 
Arise, shine, your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord has risen on you! 
Arise, shine, your light has come, 
Jesus the Light of the world has come. 
 
Like a city bright so let us blaze; 
lights in every street turning night to day. 
And the darkness shall not overcome 
till the fullness of Christ's kingdom comes, 
dawning to God's eternal day. 
 
Arise, shine, your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord has risen on you! 
Arise, shine, your light has come, 
Jesus the Light of the world, 
Jesus the Light of the world, 
Jesus the Light of the world has come. 
 

Graham Kendrick (b. 1950) 

 
Words and music © 1985, Thankyou Music. Administered by worshiptogether.com Songs, excluding UK & 

Europe, administered by Kingswaysongs, a division of David C Cook tym@kingsway.co.uk. Used by permission. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
After each bidding, the response is: Lord, we pray. 
 
For those who have waited for years for the dawn… 
For those for whom hope seems dim… 
For those whose morning brought the unexpected… 
For those struggling to adjust to new realities… 
For those whose fires have grown dim… 
For those who are ignoring the signs of the times… 
For those who are struggling to keep awake… 
Amen. 
 

mailto:tym@kingsway.co.uk
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your Kingdom come. 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For the Kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever, Amen. 
 
HYMN: LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING (STF 503) 
 
Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesu, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart. 
 
Come, almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy life receive;  
suddenly return, and never, 
never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 
 
Finish then thy new creation, 
pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation, 
perfectly restored in thee: 
changed from glory into glory, 
till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
 

Charles Wesley (1707- 1788) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o-dl3Dx-apA
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A SENDING OUT PRAYER 
 
We have been called in, 
to be renewed in the name of the one who is love. 
Even in the darkest night, 
even when there is only one small candle lit, 
your power and love restore us. 
Let your light shine on us as we go from here, 
so that we may be warmed and strengthened 
to light your light all around. 
Amen. 
 

 
 

With thanks to Rev Eddie Sykes for preparing this week’s order of service.  
 
 

 
Prayers taken from © ROOTS for Churches Ltd (www.rootsontheweb.com) 2002-2020. Reproduced with 
permission. 
 
All hymn lyrics reproduced from Singing the Faith © Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes 2011, under CCLI 
licence number 642101. Additional copyright information provided under individual hymn lyrics.  
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