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FORTH VALLEY METHODIST CIRCUIT WEEKLY SERVICE 
SUNDAY 25TH OCTOBER 2020 
 
Call to Worship: 
“Lord, you have been our dwelling-place throughout all generations.   
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world,  
from everlasting to everlasting, you are God.”   (Psalm 90:1-2) 
 

Holy Bible, New International Version, Anglicized, NIV © 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica Inc.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 
Hymn:   
Sing for God’s glory (StF 116) 
 
Sing for God’s glory that colours the dawn of creation, 
racing across the sky, trailing bright clouds of elation; 
sun of delight 
succeeds the velvet of night, 
warming the earth’s exultation. 
 
Sing for God’s power that shatters the chains that would bind us, 
searing the darkness of fear and despair that could blind us, 
touching our shame 
with love that will not lay blame, 
reaching out gently to find us. 
 
Sing for God’s justice disturbing each easy illusion, 
tearing down tyrants and putting our pride to confusion; 
lifeblood of right, 
resisting evil and slight, 
offering freedom’s transfusion. 
 
Sing for God’s saints who have travelled faith’s journey before us, 
who in our weariness give us their hope to restore us; 
in them we see 
the new creation to be, 
spirit of love made flesh for us. 

 
Words © Kathy Galloway.  
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Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
O Lord God, creator and sustainer of our lives.  We acknowledge your majesty and power, 
your wondrous creativity of your world. 
 
You flung stars into space and filled waters with life, you formed the landscapes and filled 
the land with good things. 

https://youtu.be/LEi0UpfjGns
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For giving us life and providing us with food for our bodies, our minds and our souls, we 
thank you, great God. 
 
Heavenly Father, we give thanks for your greatest gift to us – that of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 
 
He gave up his body so that we may come to rebirth and be resurrection people, enjoying 
new life in this world and the next. 
 
Through your love and amazing gift of grace, we are held in your arms in the trials of life. 
Thank you, Father, for keeping us safe and secure in your love.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession: 
Lord Jesus Christ, who gave up all that you were for our sake, we thank you for your love. 
It was because of our sins that you hung on that cross.  You bled and died to take upon 
yourself the weight of the guilt and shame we feel when we let you down. 
 
We are far from perfect Lord, but in you is forgiveness and renewal. 
 
Help us to come to the foot of your cross and lay down the burdens of our wrongdoing. 
Our conscience tells us when we have let you down, and a guilty conscience weighs heavily 
on our hearts …   pause for reflection 
 
Let us hear the words of grace, “You are forgiven – go and sin no more.”  Amen. 
 
Reading:    
Matthew 22: 34-46 
Use your own bible or click on the link above to read from the New Revised Standard 
Version (Anglicized Edition) via the Bible Gateway website.  
 
Hymn:  
O  for a heart to praise my God (StF 507) 
 
O for a heart to praise my God, 
a heart from sin set free, 
a heart that always feels thy blood 
so freely shed for me; 
 
A heart resigned, submissive, meek, 
my great Redeemer’s throne, 
where only Christ is heard to speak, 
where Jesus reigns alone; 
 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A+34-46&version=NRSVA
https://youtu.be/OmEMCMa_-4E
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A humble, lowly contrite heart, 
believing, true and clean; 
which neither life nor death can part 
from him that dwells within; 
 
A heart in every thought renewed, 
and full of love divine; 
perfect, and right, and pure, and good, 
a copy, Lord, of thine! 
 
Thy nature, gracious Lord, impart; 
come quickly from above, 
write thy new name upon my heart, 
thy new, best name of love. 

                                                       Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
Hymns reproduced under CCLI licence 642101 

 
Reflection: 
Those of you as old as me will remember the Carry On films of the 1960’s.  My favourite line 
was spoken by Kenneth Williams’ character in “Carry On Cleo”, when he exclaimed, “Infamy, 
Infamy, they’ve all got it, infamy!” 
 
Reading this passage from Matthew’s Gospel we can see Jesus could have cried these words 
too.  The Sadducees and Pharisees indeed had it in for him.  As we make our way through 
the Gospel, we see Jesus teaching and healing and performing miracles.  He had been bold 
in his ministry and had ruffled a few feathers.   
 
The Sadducees existed to administer the law of the land.  They were responsible for the day 
to day running of the social, economic and political issues.  They represented the highest 
class in Judean society and held high social status.  They did not take kindly to this 
carpenter’s son from Nazareth going around talking of a new kingdom – this teacher who 
was defying nature by walking on water and feeding thousands of people from a small 
amount of food.  He was seemingly restoring sight to the blind and even giving life to the 
dead!  No wonder they felt threatened, and when people feel threatened, they attack!  
When Jesus answered their questions by explaining the scriptures, He left them speechless. 
 
If the Sadducees didn’t get him, the Pharisees would try to trick him.  Their role was to 
uphold scribal law.  They debated the law of Moses, which they took to the extreme.  They 
knew scribal law inside out so if anyone could tackle Jesus, they could.  So they asked Him, 
“Which is the greatest commandment?”  His answer was to render them speechless too. 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and mind.”   
 
If we get that right, everything else falls into place.  In “The Message” Eugene Peterson 
translates “heart, soul and mind” as ‘passion, prayer and intelligence’.  Jesus continues by 
adding the second commandment – which is like the first commandment – “Love your 
neighbour as yourself.” 
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These two commandments are as pegs from which everything in God’s law and the 
prophets hang. 
 
I’m reminded of a story I once heard many years ago: 
 
The Devil was retiring and held a sale of all the tools of his trade. Envy and Greed were 
quickly snapped up as were Wickedness and Spite.  But Hopelessness remained.  Its price was 
more than all the others combined.  When someone asked why, the Devil explained this was 
his secret weapon!  “A person without hope,” he said, “is mine to do with as I will.” 
 
When all else is gone, we have Christian Hope.  St. John tells us “The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has never put it out.” (John 1: 5) 
 
As followers of Christ our Light of hope never goes out, even in the darkest of times.  We are 
living through a global pandemic.  There are many challenges we face globally as a 
community of believers and personally.  At times we may become overwhelmed with the 
challenge today’s authorities are calling us to face.  Such is the pressure that we may cry 
out, “Infamy, infamy, they’ve all got it, infamy!” 
 
However, our hope is born out of loving our Lord with all our heart and soul and mind.  For 
this is the foundation, the building blocks of our faith.  It has been since the time of Moses 
and remains so today.  We are called by God not just to offer the occasional prayer or to 
spend an hour on a Sunday thinking of God and singing hymns, but to live our lives with, 
through and in Him – to bring to Him every aspect of our lives and offer to Him all that we 
are.  In essence – to love the Lord with all our heart and soul and mind.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Intercession: 
Lord God, you command us to love you with all our heart. 
 
Grant to us a passion for your world.  This planet and all it contains, in land and sea and air, 
its flowers, trees and vegetation are given to us in trust.  Help us to be good stewards.  We 
pray for the people of the world, who are made in your image.  Countless men, women and 
children who have been directly affected by Covid 19.  While others face the consequences 
of drought and malnutrition.  Others live in fear of their lives through violence, terror and 
war.  We pray for relief and dignity to be restored. 
 
Lord God, you command us to love you with all our soul. 
 
Help us to take what has touched our heart and in turn bring it to you.  Inspire us through 
your Holy Spirit to pray for the people and issues that we know of that need your healing 
and blessing.  Help us to be constant in our petition and so we name them now…… 
Grant to us the passion to pray earnestly with faith. 
 
Lord God, you command us to love you with all our mind. 
 
We pray for doctors and scientists who are treating those affected by Covid 19 and who are 
developing a vaccine.  We pray for leaders of governments around the world, in 
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Westminster and in Holyrood who have responsibility to implement regulations to control 
the spread of the virus.  Grant to them all wisdom and understanding. 
 
Father, hear these our prayers for we offer them in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Saviour and Friend.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father in heaven  
Hallowed be your name 
Your kingdom come 
Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 
Now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Hymn:   
Love Divine, all loves excelling (StF 503) 
 
Love divine, all loves excelling,  
joy of heaven to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesu’ thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart 
 
Come, almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy life receive; 
suddenly return, and never,  
never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 
 
Finish then thy new creation, 
pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation, 
perfectly restored in thee: 
  

https://youtu.be/qwHxRxER650
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changed from glory into glory, 
till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love and praise! 

      Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
Hymns reproduced under CCLI licence 642101 

 

 
Blessing: 
May God the Father enfold us with His love. 
May God the Son renew us with His grace. 
May God the Holy Spirit travel with us all our days.  Amen. 
 
 

With thanks to Margaret Law for preparing this week’s worship.  


