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FORTH VALLEY METHODIST CIRCUIT WEEKLY SERVICE 
SUNDAY 9th AUGUST 2020 
 
Opening sentences 
 
Hear this, all you peoples; 
listen, all who live in this world, 
both low and high, 
rich and poor alike: 
 
No one can redeem the life of another 
or give to God a ransom for them – 
the ransom for a life is costly, 
no payment is ever enough.  
(Psalm 49: 1-2, 7-8) 
Holy Bible, New International Version, Anglicized, NIC © 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica Inc.  

 
Indeed, so let us worship the God who has ransomed us. 
 
Hymn: 
 
Click on the link below or follow the hymn in your own hymn book.  
StF 107, I sing the almighty power of God 
 
Prayer of Approach/ Thanksgiving: 
 
Lord God,  
in love and adoration we come before you to praise and worship you. 
We live in extraordinary times and  
we find it difficult! 
All around is uncertainty and 
the future is unknown,  
and yet 
we know you are there. 
 
So we give thanks because 
you raise us up when we are down;  
you give us peace when we are troubled. 
Your purpose is our life, not our death. 
There will be a time of healing. 
There will be a day of release. 
These are gifts of hope and healing and 
we should be generous with grace to others. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeSoE1Kmmv0
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We are not always what we should be. 
Jesus showed us how to love but we often fail. 
Care for the poor, downtrodden, outcast is not always in our minds. 
Our faith can be shaken by wars, terrorism, famine, pandemics – and even the weather. 
 
So we pray for forgiveness. 
We pray that you will strengthen us, and help us to hold fast to our faith. 
We pray that you enable us to be channels of your peace and love where we are, to assist in 
the bringing of your Kingdom on earth. 
 
All this we ask in Jesus name and for his sake. Amen. 
 
Readings: 
 
Click on the links below to read the Scripture from Bible Gateway or used your preferred 
Bible translation at home.  
Isaiah 41: 1-14  
Psalm 8 
Romans 5: 1-11  
 
Hymn: 
 
Click on the link below or follow the hymn in your own hymn book.  
StF 639, Through the love of God our Saviour 
 
Reflection:  
 
Psalm 8 is one of my favourite psalms.  As a child, I had to learn the metrical version by 
heart at Sunday School. Such early experiences often stick for life! 
 
Verse 4 of the psalm reads: 
 
What is man, that thou art mindful of him? 
and the son of man, that thou visitest him?  
 
Or as the metrical version puts it: 
 
Then say I, What is man, that he 
remember'd is by thee? 
Or what the son of man, that thou 
so kind to him should'st be? 
 
Perhaps we always wonder that – or perhaps COVID-19 has brought it sharply into focus.  An 
interesting thought - no doubt.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+41%3A+1-14&version=AKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+8&version=AKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+5%3A+1-11&version=AKJV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54H3R6O5TdI
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Here we are in the midst of 3 continuing worldwide problems: 

- The pandemic; 

- Global warming; and 

- The refugee situation. 
 

Not to mention war, pestilence, terrorism, cyber-attacks etc. etc. Have we got to the point 
of thinking – where is God? 
 
It is easy to become despondent. Humanity has a high opinion of itself, and yet is fearful of 
destruction.  We forget so easily that (according to the Preacher in Ecclesiastes) 
 
The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be;  
and that which is done is that which shall be done:  
and there is no new thing under the sun.  
(Ecclesiastes 1:9) 
 
Not completely true of course, but with enough truth to remind us that history does tend to 
repeat itself (sort of). 
 
We are still striving to peer through the fog to see where we are going, and how we will get 
there.  To use a Scotticism – we take ill out at all this, the restrictions, the exhortations, and 
perhaps the monotony inherent in being circumscribed in what we can do.  Our lives have 
been severely disrupted and we don’t really like it.  So where is God?  How can this happen 
in his creation? 
 
God has allowed us a huge amount of latitude in what we do and how we live. This is not 
always used wisely!  However, there are always opportunities to reflect, reconsider, and 
change direction.  Sometimes it takes a serious disruption in ‘normality’ to make us do that.  
My wife and I have been actively considering whether or not we wish to return to 
everything we used to do.  Having spoken to my sister recently, it would appear that she 
and her husband are doing the same thing.  Possibly, just possibly, the nations are doing the 
same thing. 
 
We are in a terrible situation, thousands have died, and we could well be standing on the 
brink of enforced change – but will it happen?  In the midst of all this we have the Black 
Lives Matter demonstrations demanding much needed changes in society and officialdom. 
But therein lies opportunity. 
 
The Bible tells us: 
 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
(John 3:16) 
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This is not one-sided. Something is expected of us in return!  Jesus said: 
 
And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself  
(Luke 10: 27) 
 
And James, the Lord’s brother said: 
 
 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone  
(James 2: 17) 
 
We must also remember that God’s commandments are there to be kept! God calls us 
through Jesus, and it is for us to answer – with faith, with hope and with love. 
 
What is man that thou art mindful of him? This remains a question.  It remains a question 
that brings various answers. Nowadays, our opinion of humanity in the scheme of things 
tends to encourage an encouraging answer.  But not everyone thinks the same.  In the midst 
of his troubles, Job asked the same question: 
 
What is man, that thou shouldest magnify him? 
and that thou shouldest set thine heart upon him? 
And that thou shouldest visit him every morning, 
and try him every moment? 
(Job 7: 17) 
 
And Bildad, one of the infamous Job’s Comforters eventually replies: 
 
Behold, even the moon is not bright 
and the stars are not clean in his sight; 
how much less man, who is a maggot, 
and the son of man, who is a worm!” 
(Job 25: 5) 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1946, 1952 and 1971 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the USA.  
 

How very unflattering – but God does see us as better than that and, as we live through this 
rather bleak time, many people have shown that we are much better than that! We prove 
ourselves by our response to adversity.  Jesus response to adversity was to fulfil his role in 
God’s plan. In our response, it is up to us to: 
 

- show our faith, and trust in the God who DID send his Son; 
show our faith in the Son who calls us to follow him; and 
show our faith in the Holy Spirit who is there to aid and guide us. 

 
So, where is God? He is here, with us and acting through us. 
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Some of you may have seen the original film version of The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel. The 
hotel is bordering on being a ruin, and, when he is challenged, the young owner, Sonny, 
says: 
 
Everything will be all right in the end, and if it is not all right – it is not the end. 
 
The end is within God’s hands. Our faith tells us that it will be all right.  We must, as an 
anonymous Scot put it: 
 
Trust in the Lord for he is fine. 
 
(We know this is Scottish because there is a particular understanding or emphasis or nuance 
on the word ’fine’ that is apparently not obvious to other speakers of English!) 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
The LORD has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. 

(Psalm 126:3) 
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the USA.  

 
We rejoice, and worship, and adore – and sometimes we forget the pain; sometimes, we 
forget. 
 
Lord God, we come before full of wonder at your world, but often full of doubt because we 
fear for ourselves, and for your creation.  We live in uncertain times, perhaps with greater 
uncertainty than has been evident for a considerable period.  We look at a troubled world, 
and can see no obvious solutions to these troubles.  There are no simplistic answers; there 
are no easy options. 
 
We are unsettled, Lord.  Covid19 has changed our view of ourselves, of our neighbours, and 
of our lives.  We are reduced to living in constrained circumstances and yearn for a 
normality that may have disappeared. At the same time , we are aware that there are other 
issues threatening our nation and ourselves. Brexit, climate change, geo-political events all 
combine to make us fear for our and our children’s future. Lord God, comfort us in our 
distress. 
 
So Lord, we pray for the mighty and powerful- whatever race or religion they might be.  
Theirs is the heaviest load, because what they do can affect so many.  We pray that those in 
such positions and who claim to serve you, stop and think about what you might really 
want;  stop and consider what the God they worship plans for this world.  We pray that self 
and desire for power will not get in the way of what is truly best for their people, what is 
truly right, what is truly the way of love, even of the cross. 
 
We pray for the church, in all its manifestations.  We are aware that the church sometimes 
speaks in ways we cannot understand or agree with.  We are aware that the church 
sometimes does not speak out when it should.  Sometimes the church must walk a difficult 
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line, a line that we cannot understand.  Lord, we pray that the leaders of the church will be 
able to discern the path you have set out for them and us; and having seen that path, to set 
out, in faith and love. 
 
And us Lord, we pray for ourselves, and we pray for those we know who are ill or suffering. 
We are not powerful or leaders.  We are ordinary people with ordinary dreams, ordinary 
desires.  But we also have the wish to see your kingdom be advanced in our time.  We look 
round a troubled world and wonder what we can do.  Lord, lead us to be your people where 
we are; to make the decisions for Christ where we are; because we know that small works 
can lead to great changes in time.  We would be your eyes, your feet and your hands where 
we are.  Help us to fulfil that wish, and to be your servants in our lives. Amen.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
your Kingdom come. 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For the Kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever, Amen. 
 
Hymn  
 
Click on the link below or follow the hymn in your own hymn book.  
StF 88, Praise to the Lord, The Almighty, the King of Creation 
 

Blessing: 
 
As we live in the world, 
as we interact with those we know and meet, 
let us remember that: 
the Lord will bless us; 
the Lord will keep us; 
the Lord will make his face to shine upon us, 
and He will give us peace. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VGAaRtkovZQ
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As we move in the world, 
we will, 
through the love of Jesus, 
be able to show these gifts of God, 
in good times, and in hard times. 
 
So, in the name of Jesus' 
live in faith with love. 
Amen 
 

With thanks to Iain Hampson for preparing this week’s order of service.  
 
 

Unless otherwise stated, all scriptural reference from the Authorised (King James) Version, reproduced by 
permission of Cambridge University Press, the Crown’s patentee in the UK.  

 
 
 

 


