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8th July 2020   

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Greetings to you all. The journey continues as we now experience a sixteenth week of living in community, 
together but apart, seeking the welfare of all. 

As previously stated, all Methodist Churches in Scotland will not open before the 1st September. How soon 
we can open after 1st September is yet to be decided. Before any building can open, there will need to be a full risk 
assessment of each church, as well as protocols in place on how we can actually meet in the same place. Be assured, 
you will be kept updated about such news. Current experience of Covid-19 in other places opening has be variable, 
so we need to be wise, wait with purpose, so that, when the time comes, we will be ready. 

Robert Schnase, in his book/study ‘Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations’, notes that fruitful churches 
expect and encourage their folk to deepen and develop in their faith. He calls this ‘Intentional Faith Development.’ 
I personally am excited by the way Zoom can enable us to study together in a different format – particularly as we 
are in such a wide and scattered Circuit. I hope that you are up for this too. 

THE PRACTICE OF INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT 

Followers of Jesus mature in their faith by learning together. This has been a central focus of Methodism, 
as people have been helped to understand Scripture, faith and life in the supportive nurture of caring relationships. 
This has included Sunday School (for all ages), Bible studies, small (cell) groups, short-term topical studies, support 
groups for those who experience particular life challenges, holiday clubs, MWiB, retreats, youth fellowship and a 
whole variety of other groups. Through these groups, people are encouraged to probe God’s will for their lives in 
the world and bring people together to strengthen the Body of Christ. Here, friendships and relationships are built, 
and people grow to be more Christ-like, and become more effective disciples of Jesus. 

Learning in community replicates the way Jesus taught his disciples. In the book of Acts, following the 
formation of the church, it says the early Christian communities thrived as “they devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and prayers.” (Acts 2:42)  

John Wesley was concerned that Christian disciples need to be taught beyond the initial stages of 
engagement with the church. He encouraged the early Methodists to grow in grace, spending time in the presence 
of God’s Word and God’s people so that the Holy Spirit would create the heart anew. 

Growth in faith, though, does not come easily or automatically, but requires us to place ourselves in 
community to learn with and from others. Bible study, for example, is not just about improving our biblical 
knowledge or self-improvement, but setting ourselves where God can shape us, as we intentionally open ourselves 
to God’s Word and God’s call. It’s through faith-to-faith relationships that we are transformed. We discover that 
our questions, doubts, temptations, and missteps are not unusual but part of the journey, and we are thus 
encouraged to think about God and exercise our faith.  

    

 

 

 
 
 

The practice of Intentional Faith Development matures our 
understanding of Christ. No matter how dedicated our efforts, the 
transformation of human hearts and minds is God’s work through the Holy 
Spirit. Intentionally learning in community is our way of placing ourselves in 
the hands of God, so that God can sculpt our souls and recreate us in the image 
of Christ. 

Grace and peace,  

 Eddie 
 

 


