
  
 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter covers a single day filled with events and conversations 
between Ruth and Naomi. The central portion of the chapter occurs in the 
field of Boaz – a kinsman of Naomi. The atmosphere is filled with goodwill, 
good fortune, and well-being. 

Ruth 2:1-2 

At the end of chapter 1 we read that Naomi and Ruth arrived in 
Bethlehem at the onset of the barley harvest. At the beginning of this 
chapter, before Ruth speaks, the narrator tells us something to whet our 
anticipation. Naomi’s late husband Elimelech has a kinsman named Boaz, 
who is a prominent rich man or more literally ‘a man of strength’. We might 
say – a ‘man of substance’ or perhaps ‘a pillar of the community’. We, the 
reader, wonder why we have been introduced to him . . . hmmmm. We learn 
that Naomi is empty of food and family members. She and Ruth are poor. 

Ruth proposes that she does what the law says for those who are 
destitute (Leviticus 19:9-10). Off she goes to glean from Boaz’s field. Not 
knowing Boaz, she says she will follow someone who might show favour, 
basically seeking the kindness of strangers. With Naomi being from 
Bethlehem, we might think she would be more helpful in aiding Ruth. She 
simply says, “Go my daughter.” Has Naomi forgotten who Boaz is? 

Ruth 2:3-7  

High coincidence, divine coincidence, is a feature of this day, as Ruth 
heads to Boaz’s property. The narrator then says, ‘and here comes Boaz’ 
singing out blessings on his employees, who greet him in kind.  

Naomi has already declared that God is not with her, but against her 
in her bitterness, so the blessings of Boaz are in stark contrast. 

Immediately, Boaz notices Ruth and asks after her by asking not 
‘who is she?’ but ‘whose is she?’ What does this mean? Is she someone else’s 
employee? Or, who is she related to? In a small town like Bethlehem she 
would have been noticed. She does in fact belong to no one. 

Boaz’s foreman replies by emphasizing her foreignness – a 
Moabitess who came here from Moab with Naomi. Then he tells Boaz about 
her work ethic, obviously impressing him. 

Ruth 2:8-13 

Boaz initiates a conversation with Ruth, beginning with a series of 
hospitable gestures. In essence he asks her to do five things which he has 
already requested: 

1. Do not glean in another field; 
2. Do not pass on from here; 
3. Stick close to ‘my young women’; 
4. Keep your eyes on the field that they reap; 
5. Follow them. 

He also says that he has commanded the young men not to touch 
her, and then invites her to drink some water. Ruth is wondering why she, a 
foreigner, has found such favour. Boaz has realised who she is and that, 
unknown to Ruth, the news around town is of her kindness to Naomi. 

Boaz relates the journey of Abraham to her journey travelling to a 
place previously unknown. Just as God had promised great reward to 
Abraham, so Boaz wishes upon Ruth a full reward from the God of Israel. He 
then says of Ruth adopting Naomi’s faith, speaking of God: 

‘ . . . under whose wings you have come for refuge.” (2:12) 

Boaz draws a completely different picture to that of Naomi - his is of 
hope not pain. Interestingly he does not divulge that he is family, yet with 
great propriety, as befits a ‘pillar of the community’, he proceeds for the rest 
of the day to give her particular attention. 

Boaz, like Naomi, adopts the same affectionate title towards Ruth – 
‘my daughter.’ This address is used frequently in this story, but only once is 



it used outside of Ruth (Judges 11:35). We also notice that both Naomi and 
Boaz both speak freely of God, albeit in rather measured and archaic 
language. Both, too, seem used to giving orders and are concerned for Ruth’s 
safety. Yet, despite these similarities, Naomi and Boaz never meet. 

Ruth, it would seem is not daunted by Boaz and his flowery 
language, yet twice she asks why it is that she has found favour with him. 
Even after he has spoken kindly, she remains humble, even when she says 
referring to herself as: 

“your servant, even though I am not one of your servants.” (2:13) 

We, the reader, begin to realise that although he behaves very 
properly towards Ruth, Boaz’s interest in her may not be exclusively 
paternal. While Ruth does not flirt, she does what she can to stay within his 
vision. 

Ruth 2:13-20 

When the workers sit down to eat, Boaz invites Ruth to join them, 
and gives her far more than she can eat. After the meal, he instructs his 
workers to leave more for her to glean. He is generous, she is industrious – 
so much so that she heads home with an ephah (about 40 litres) of barley. 

We see in this chapter several different words used for amounts: 
ears of grain (2:2); sheaves (2:7, 15); bread, morsel, and parched grain (2:14); 
barley (2:17, 23; and wheat (2:23).  

The Hebrew word for ‘seed’ when referring to grain, is the same one 
used for human offspring. In a sense Boaz’s gifts of a whole variety of 
different seeds, foreshadows the role he will play later with Ruth as their 
union will result in offspring. 

Ruth’s conversation that evening with Naomi reveals the older 
woman’s glimmer of hope – which contrasts with her previous despair in 
lacking grain, lacking offspring, and lacking the means to produce offspring. 
Sakenfield shares these thoughts on Naomi’s condition: 

“Every generation of Jews and Christians has struggled with the 
meaning of personal calamity. Every faithful person at some time has reason 
to ask, ‘why does it hurt so much?’ Not all would agree with Naomi’s 
assessment that God was the cause of her sorrow. Yet almost more 

important than assessing the cause is the realisation that God does not 
abandon us in our suffering.” 

As Naomi asks Ruth where she worked, she is already breathing a 
blessing on the one who took notice of her. On discovering it is Boaz, she 
breathes a second blessing on him, and then quite dramatically revises her 
earlier assessment that God had forsaken her and dealt with her harshly.  
Now, instead of identifying herself with the dead, she begins to feel 
connected to the living. She realises the connection between Ruth’s actions 
and the God who has not abandoned her after all. 

Ruth 2:21-23 

Naomi tells Ruth that Boaz is one of ‘our’ nearest kin. Note how Ruth 
is now included in the family circle.  

A word is now introduced, that is important throughout the rest of 
the book. It is the Hebrew word ‘go’el’ – often translated ‘kinsman’ or ‘near 
kinsman’ or ‘kinsman-redeemer’. 

The word designates one who buys a relative’s property in order to 
keep it in the family (Leviticus 25:25); or buys a relative out of slavery 
(Leviticus 25:48). The redeemer is also the one who avenges a murder 
(Numbers 35:19). In Exodus (6:6), God is referred to as the one who has 
redeemed Israel out of Egypt. 

In Ruth the term ‘redeemer’ is understood primarily in familial and 
economic terms. However, the theological dimensions should not be lost, as 
the theme of redemption is developed further in the Scriptures, in both the  
OT and the NT.  

Ruth also states that she now has a place in Boaz’s field for the rest 
 

 
of the harvest. Naomi tells her 
to stay with the young women 
for her own safety, echoing 
Boaz’s words to her. Ruth 
does this every day until the 
end of the barley and wheat 
harvests – about seven weeks. 

 


