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FORTH VALLEY CIRCUIT (31/3) 

 
2nd April 2020   

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

I hope and trust that you are doing well as we enter week 3 of the ‘weird Sabbath’ or ‘new normal’ 
that we are experiencing apart, but together. At times, the picture I have in my mind is of one of those 
prison films where the prisoner scores a line in the cell wall to keep a record of how long he has been in 
isolation; marking the days, as it were, before he will be set free. 

We see that things have become steadily more serious and are mindful of many people, especially 
those on the frontline in the NHS, who are dealing with some very stressful situations as the virus spreads 
its influence wider. I am aware too that there are folk that we now know who have contracted the virus, 
and that this is a time of increased concern for us and them.  

We are told that we are now in the midst a pandemic. The root meaning of the word is pan (all, 
every) and dēmos (people). Pandēmos – ‘of all the people’. No one is unaffected – it shows no favouritism.  

In our Methodist emphases we use the word ‘ALL’ referring to everyone, high or low, being able 
to know the grace of God, and the work of grace in us and through us. John Wesley highlighted it thus: 

ALL need to be saved. 
ALL may be saved. 
ALL may know they are saved. 
ALL may be saved to the uttermost. 

There is no favouritism shown here either – but in this case it is to do with God’s amazing grace – 
God’s unmerited loving kindness toward everyone – that God’s love is given equally to each one of us. 
Surely this knowledge and experience keeps us buoyant at this time – knowing that God loves us from a 
time even before we became aware of it. Grace upholds us especially at this time. 

Another word/concept that came to have an impression on me this week is ‘steadfast’. I was struck 
by it as I read the opening verses of Psalm 118: 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures for ever! 
Let Israel say, ‘His steadfast love endures for ever!’   (NRSV) 

I encourage you to read this psalm – an assurance of God’s steadfast (resolute, unwavering, 
dependable) love toward us. I also encourage you to read this week’s reflection from David Rogerson. 

 In God’s love we hold each other in prayer. 
  

 Grace and peace, 
 

Eddie 


