
‘The thief comes only in order to steal, kill, and destroy. I have come in order that you 
might have life—life in all its fullness.’ John 10:10 (Good News translation) When I ask people what they did for Lent they often tell me how they started off with great intentions to avoid chocolate or alcohol, or be more thoughtful or do some good deed and – if they are honest – that they had some success and some slippage over the 40 days. But when I ask people what they did for Easter I often hear about an event that lasted for one day. Oh we had a lovely family meal and made up for Lent stuffing ourselves with chocolate Easter eggs. It seems that most people know that Lent lasts for forty days and forty nights but sadly that Easter is a Day – a Sunday – and that, once the lunch dishes have been washed up, the daffodils have wilted and the Easter eggs devoured, that’s Easter over for another year. And yet the church in its wisdom actually gives Easter more attention than Lent. Lent gets a budget allocation of 40 days. But Easter gets 50. And to my mind, I think that’s because the church recognises that it takes a lot more time to rise from the dead than it does to crucify yourself. And it takes a lot longer to pick our lives up after the various defeats life throws at us and rise again to face a new day with courage and hope than it does to accept death and defeat and give up the ghost. And yet the Risen Jesus didn’t come that we would lead half-lives, or grey existences, or just about scrape by. He didn’t come as a thief, to steal and kill and destroy. He didn’t come to cheat us out of enjoying life; he didn’t come to rain on our parade, or stop us having fun. He didn’t come to poke and prod and test us out, or hold us up to the wire. The Jesus we meet in today’s gospel came as a life-giver, an energiser, a God who turns ‘getting by’ into thriving. A God who offers us nothing less than life in full glorious technicolour. A God who offers not just enough to get by on, but abundance. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy, said Jesus, but I have come that you may have life, life in abundance. But what about you? Are you a life-giver or a thief? Do you rob people of their joy, their energy, their spark or do you bring fizz and joy and zest into other people’s lives.  That’s what Easter people do. They bring others alive by their own zest for life and they leave others feeling more than – abundant – not less than – or diminished. Today’s Gospel offers us a huge challenge. At the beginning of each day, at the start of each thing we do, it’s up to us whether we approach that day or that event as conscripts of the thief or as friends of the life-giver. The thief steals and kills and destroys through the harsh word, the refusal to forgive, the refusal to reach out to others, the long face, the negative attitude, the absence of hope. But the card-carrying members of the Resurrection Party bring zest and energy to dead spaces in our family or church life; they inject hope and positivity to their work places; they foster abundance and wage war on measured meanness in their interactions with others. 



So: what’s it to be, friends? The Lenten option of fixating on all that has gone wrong in our lives and aligning ourselves with the thief? or the Easter option of freshness, vitality and the much harder work of rising from the dead and bringing others back to life too? If it’s death and defeat you want to sign up for, then you can just about manage that on your own. But if life, resurrection and abundance call to your heart today, then you are going to need every milligram of help you can get as together we lend a shoulder to start pushing those stones away from the tombs which have kept us sealed off from each other and from life itself. Tombs are for the dead – Lent gave us 40 days to get used to that part of the story – but Life is for the brave and the living and lasts for ever. The choice is ours. To follow the thief or the life-giver. What will it be? Amen. Michael Paterson Preached at St Margaret’s, Rosyth, on Sunday 7 May 2017 


